Portobelo Kaiapoi News
Summer 2019
Welcome back for 2019!
Kaiako have loved hearing from all the children and families about how they spent the
holidays and what they did. Their play has definitely reflected their interests over the
holidays and this links in with our value of tangata whenuatanga – making connections
with our wider world. We have been creating display boards across both centres to
display photos of whanau, maps of where we come from and what you value as
important to your family. Please have a look or feel free to add part of your culture or
language or community to the wall. If you would like to email in something to add, send
them to kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz.

Planning for your child’s learning
Our focused individual assessment for your child’s learning will be coming up
in early March. Last year we introduced a casual ‘mahi tahi time’, an
opportunity to sit down with a teacher and have a chat about your child and their
learning. This worked out really well for most families and was a great opportunity to
discuss your thoughts, ideas and hopes for your child’s learning in their time at Portobelo.
We then used this information to set learning goals with you, and decide how to provide
experiences that build on their interests and developing skills. Your ongoing contributions
in your child’s Learning Journal and the conversations we have daily help strengthen the
links for learning between home and Portobelo for your child. If a casual chat does not
work for you or you would like to have a more formal conversation, we can make a time
that works to have that chat too 😊.

Upcoming events on our Cultural Celebrations Calendar –
•

Kaitiaki Week March 18th -22nd – as you would have heard, we value opportunities
to help teach children to become caretakers of our land. We plan to celebrate
Kaitiaki week by involving them in opportunities to connect with our environment
and learn how to continue to take care of it. This may be….bug hunts, nature walks,
planting in and watering the garden and discovering our local flora and fauna to
name a few things. Do you have any ideas or skills you would be keen to
contribute?

Waitangi Day 2019
To celebrate the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi our
Preschool tamariki followed their love of baking to make
Rewena Paraoa, which is a traditional Māori sourdough
potato bread. Working together peeling, slicing and mashing
potatoes the children participated in developing their motor
skills while building relationships and displaying wonderful
manaakitanga as they made something to share with friends
and whānau. The idea of breaking bread and working
together are in the spirit of Waitangi celebrations and are a great way for us to foster a
sense of partnership and wellbeing for all. At hui times there was a chance to have a little
korero about our book ‘Te Wairua o Waitangi’ and how we can care for our land and all
the flora and fauna that surrounds it. We revisited some of our Maori legends, and
enjoyed singing waiata, using poi, as well as making koru patterns and looking through
books about Aotearoa.
In the Nursery, the children enjoyed a special Waitangi Day hui. They used rākau sticks to
tap the beat as they sang some of our favourite waiata and listened to the New Zealand
National Anthem with some help from Youtube. We discussed what the Treaty is and how
the Treaty works for us in in the Nursery by showing kindness to others, sharing and turntaking and including everyone in our play and in our Portobelo Kaiapoi whānau. We
finished our hui by signing our very own Treaty. Our tamariki were very proud of the marks
they had made. Finally, the children also learnt about Māori carving designs, by
decorating their own koru with feathers and looking at other symbols and their meanings.

Our learning in the Nursery
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together ☺
After returning from the Christmas break, our tamariki have
enjoyed reconnecting with their friends and a big part of their
daily play involves visiting the picture wall in the doll corner. The
wall has many photos from our end of year celebration, some
family photos from home and a few family pets. Kaiako have
noticed the children gather to look at the pictures, take them
off the wall to share with their friends or teachers and talk about
what they see. The children have loved reorganising and
repositioning where the photos go and take great care with
them. Kaiako have responded to this shared interest by adding
more photos, including all of our Kaiapoi teaching team. This
caused much excitement amongst the children and they have
embraced these new photos lovingly, showing each teacher
their own picture proudly.
Their interest in who is in the photos reflects their sense of
belonging and whanaungatanga/relationships that they have
been building at Portobelo. We would love to keep refreshing
these photos, so if you have any special photos please feel free
to bring them in, or you are most welcome to email them to us
and we can print them out. We know this connection would be
a valuable taonga/treasures to our tamariki.
He aha te mea nui o tea o? He tāngata, he tāngata, he tāngata.
What is the most important thing in the world? It is the people.
Tamariki have had so much fun exploring different activities set
up to engage in our mathematical concept learning goal.
Messy play has been a hit for this goal as children have loved
the different opportunities for filling, pouring, measuring,
comparing and of course making a mess! These hot summer
days have been perfect to use different mediums such as ice,
water, slime, gloop, mud and painting.
Last year during our group learning project of Kaitiakitanga –
caretakers of the land, the children helped plant some
potatoes. This year they were ready for harvesting and the
children eagerly helped as we dug through the soil finding
potatoes of all shapes and sizes. It was like a treasure hunt! We
collected the potatoes in a basket and took them inside to
count. Lining them up from big to small we had 22! Our potato
activity was a great spontaneous extension to wrap up our
current learning goal of exploring mathematical concepts.
Remember we are always willing to chat about your child’s learning.
If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out
a time that suits. How else could we better highlight learning for you?
Let us know if you have any ideas. - The Nursery Team ☺

Our learning in the Preschool
Remember to keep an eye on the white board near our entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together ☺

Wow! We have loved hearing all about what children have
been up to of the summer months. We have seen and
heard many role-playing scenarios from children with their
peers throughout their preschool day. Camping, boating,
playing backyard cricket and making sandcastles as well as
keeping ourselves sun safe and water safe.
We have noticed children sharing their knowledge, ideas,
equipment and play space, showing the value of Ako as
they take responsibility for their own learning. This has led to
our current group interest ‘Summer fun’ and reinforces
concepts around ako, manaakitanga, whanaungatanga
and tangata whenuatanga as children and their families
share their experiences (please see board by foyer for more
information and remember to share your holiday snaps with
us).
As an extension to our group interest from last year one of
our families kindly brought in tadpoles for us to look after and
to observe over the summer period. The children have been
helping feed them and watching them grow little legs as
they begin to transform from tadpole to frog. With this new
information about the living world tamariki have been
showing the value of kaitaki as they look after and care for
living things. Have you heard them singing at home ‘Galoop
went the little green frog’ or ‘5 Speckled frogs’?
Have you seen our new carpentry cabinet? This has been
made especially for us so we can easily access our tools and
open-ended resources such as wood and bottle tops
enabling us to continue to create many masterpieces. This
resource is truly valuable and has stemmed from our
children’s group interest last year of carpentry as well as our
environmental strategic plan as we continue to plan and
help extend on our resources to enable our tamariki to
become competent and confident learners.

Remember we are always willing to chat about your child’s learning. If
drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out a time
that suits. How else could we better highlight learning for you? Let us know
if you have any ideas. - The Preschool Team ☺

.

Booking Changes

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS
At the Nursery we welcome Jesse, Beaudan,
Kyson, Bonnie, Hana, Annabel, Adeline and their
families.

Please speak to or ring Jo (Centre Leader)
on the Nursery phone 3279113, or
text the nursery cellphone
0273439943
Remember – we need at least one
week’s notice due to rostering
requirements 😊

At the Preschool we welcome George and his
family.
Farewell and best of luck on your ongoing
learning journey to Dylan and Yanni who are
moving off to school.
Big congratulations to ….
Bronwyn, Philip and Adeline on the arrival of
Felicity

Upcoming public holidays
Easter Friday - Friday 19th April
Easter Monday - Monday 22nd April
Anzac Day - Thursday 25th April
All Portobelo centres are closed on public
holidays

Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō
Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future

Nursery Team – Jo S, Stacey, Nikki, Martine, Sharon, Kerry, Jenna, Anna and Rebecca.
Preschool Team – Jo S, Michelle, Leslie, Rebecca and Rachel.
Relieving Team – Lisa, Christina, Elaine and Lizie

Keeping in touch ☺
•

•
•
•
•

Please text the centre cellphones if your child will be absent. The numbers to use are: Nursery 0273439943
Preschool 0275422272. These phones stay at the centre so you can flick a message through outside our opening
hours and know that we will get it in the morning when we arrive. We may have children waiting for days to
become available, so knowing in advance or as early as possible on the day, is a big help for these families and for
us to plan staffing to meet our ratios.
The teams also use our cellphones to text you any non-urgent messages specific to your child eg how they are
settling, more nappies needed, or reminders of events.
If you need to chat with us or pass on an important/urgent message please ring our landlines. If the Preschool
landline 327114 goes to answerphone, that means we are busy with the children, so please ring the Nursery
landline 327113 instead.
The centre landlines are still the quickest and most reliable way to contact us in a hurry.
Our email address for both buildings is kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz.

A NOTE FROM MEL, PORTOBELO’S PROFESSIONAL LEADER
Kia ora koutou! I’m delighted to have recently joined the wonderful team at
Portobelo. I know I have enormous shoes to fill as Sandy provided exceptional
leadership to the teachers at Portobelo but I hope in time that my experience can
have a positive impact that builds on the excellent teaching and learning that is
already occurring.
Until last year I was the owner and manager of a small rural preschool and was
privileged to teach alongside my team on a daily basis giving me a valuable insight
into what is important for teachers and children. I believe teachers in early
childhood have an important role in supporting children’s developing social and
emotional competence and I am excited that the entire team at Portobelo share
the desire to support children as they develop “self-control for success”.
I also have a keen interest in supporting sustainable practices, with my previous
centre earning “Green/Gold” status through the Enviroschools Programme and will
look at ways to support the teaching teams to provide environmental education
opportunities for the children.
My other main area of interest is transition to school. I have recently completed my
Masters in Education at Massey University. My thesis looked at the views of teachers
in both the school sector and early childhood sector, regarding the sharing of
assessment information to support children’s continuity of learning as they
transitioned to school. My research reported what we probably already know - that
teachers in early childhood have a wealth of valuable information regarding
children in their care and this information is both valued and desired by teachers in
primary schools. Sharing this information is a key component of a successful
transition to school for children.
The next few months are exciting times for me and I’m looking forward to getting to
know the Portobelo community.

Mel

