Portobelo Kaiapoi News
Summer 2018
Welcome back!! We have been very busy already this year engaging
with our local community through our Cultural Celebrations
NZ/Kiwi summer celebration:

The weather certainly treated us well for our Kiwi Summer Celebrations
throughout January. The children at both the Nursery and the Preschool
spent much of their week outside experiencing activities such as making
smores in a solar oven – Google them!. We learned how to put up tents
and camped in them, using deck chairs and collecting wood for the
‘camp-fire’. We made home-style fruit ice-cream, played in a kayak,
invented lots of gumboot games, and of course, continual water play. We all enjoyed
cooling off on the hottest day in our splash buckets, and exploring ice in the trough, tipping
and pouring, as well as tasting and exploring the melting process. We also made our own
water pillow that the children delighted in rolling and jumping on together. They also
enjoyed the slippery dip, running through the sprinkler and water slides. The preschool
children also created their own ‘pool’ in the sandpit.
We finished off the celebration by joining together for our lunchtime kai .......a shared
sausage sizzle and summer fruit platter.

Waitangi celebration:
The children and teachers celebrated Waitangi day, by talking about cultural similarities
and differences. In the Preschool we talked about how everyone loves to sing but the words
sound different, and the children were soon singing waiata and practising swinging our poi.
We all love to draw, and we explored some symbols of Māori art. Koru, Manaia and Tiki
were copied, necklaces were created, and paper whāriki were woven. In the nursery the
children enjoyed listening to a variety of Māori language books and singing songs while
using rakau. The highlight of the day was both centres coming together for a joint morning
kai, where the younger children enjoyed exploring the preschool environment and
everyone spent time catching up with old friends and making new friends as well. We all
had a fun day as we continue to build our respect for the bicultural partnership of Aotearoa
and look forward to using these and other activities on a regular basis. Ka mau te wehi!

Chinese New Year Celebration –

Gung hay fat choi, Happy Chinese New Year!!
We recently explored the traditions and festivities of Chinese New Year as we celebrated
the beginning of the Year of the Dog. In the Nursery the toddlers enjoyed using chop sticks,
as well as making fried rice, paper lanterns, fans and green tea playdough. The infants had
a lot of fun painting paper lanterns, making paper fans and listening to some lovely
traditional Chinese music.
In the Preschool we celebrated with lion dances and shared kai. We made fried rice
together and had rich conversations as we made lanterns and dragon masks.
To bring our celebration to a close, we had a red dress up day which was enjoyed by all.
Our Cultural Calendar celebrations are a way for us to learn about the wider world, how
people are the ‘same but different but the same’, and ways that people celebrate
together around the world. This helps our children become ‘citizens of the world’.

Upcoming events on our Cultural Celebrations Calendar 

Special Persons Morning Tea Thursday 15th March 9am-10am – see notices in your pocket,
by sign-ins, on facebook and at the end of this newsletter.



ANZAC Day – details to follow

Sustainable practice
We recently participated in a Portobelo-wide professional learning session run by Lesley Ottey
(Eco Educate). Lesley works in the education and public health sector with community groups
across North Canterbury to inspire environmental awareness and how to develop this into
sustainable actions. This session reignited our passion and
gave us some very practical ideas for moving our
environmentally-thoughtful practice along. Not only do we as
adults in our community need to be considerate of our own
impact on the environment, we also need to teach our next
generation that love for the natural world that supports them
to want to be kaitiaki themselves. This is the ‘Green time not
screen time’ aspect of what Portobelo is about.
For more info about Lesley and what she does in our community,
check out her website: http://www.ecoeducate.co.nz

Planning together for your child’s learning
Your child’s learning journal will be sent home in early March as we undertake their
focused individual assessment. Completing the Family Feedback page or having a
chat with us, are both ways to contribute your thoughts, ideas and hopes for your
child’s learning in their time at Portobelo. We use this information to set learning
goals together, and decide how to provide experiences that build on their interests
and developing skills. Your ongoing contributions in your child’s Learning Journal and the
conversations we have daily help strengthen the links for learning between home and Portobelo
for your child.
Please try to send learning journals back within a day or two of going home as we use them every
day with the children to revisit their learning and for our ongoing planning and assessment.

Our learning in the Nursery
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together 
Have you seen our sun flower poking his head over
the fence as you come up the drive way? The
children helped plant these seeds in December last
year and are fascinated on how much they have
grown. To extend on this learning we ensure our
plants are watered daily and the children continue
to show great skills as kaitiaki as they care for their natural
environment. As well as this you may have noticed our swan
plants in the toddler room earlier this year. We all watched
with great interest as the caterpillars stripped the plants bare,
made their chrysalis, then hatched into beautiful butterflies.
Thank you to Brian (Paige’s dad) for bringing us some more
seedlings to plant into our garden. We enjoyed our silver beet,
and beans from the last crop and look forward to growing our
red onions, spring onions, lettuce so we can harvest them
again for using in our baking/cooking activities together. Keep
an eye out in the foyer for veges to take home as our crops
mature and we harvest them.
The group interest, transport and carpentry, is still a part of the
daily activities on offer, but teachers have noticed a new focus
emerging - sharing our knowledge with others and working
together. This is playing out in experiences such as joint building
projects with a variety of materials, persisting with puzzles and
helping others out with these, and working together to make
the longest train tracks we can.
Our infant room learners continue their fascination with
exploring the outdoors, stimulating their senses and physically
challenging themselves at their own level. Our trough has
become a daily highlight as we set this up with water, paints,
and messy play activities, allowing children to explore freely
while discovering alongside their peers.

Remember we are always available to chat about your child’s
learning. If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy
to work out a time that suits. How else could we better highlight
learning for you? Let us know if you have any ideas. - The Nursery
Team 

Our learning in the Preschool
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entranceway
to see photos and information highlighting our learning together
Over the last few months we have seen many changes at the
Preschool, including the closure of our main building for
renovation work. During this time we spent most of the festive
period running our daily programme from what is normally our
café area.
This created opportunities for children to explore new and
different areas and we noticed an increased interest in children
spending time in the quiet space we had set up with finger
puppets, books and our doll house. The softly furnished area
provided a calming space for our children to have down-time
and self-regulate their emotions.
Over this period outdoor play was also enormously popular and
we certainly made the most of the sunny days with lots of water
play and sandpit action!
Since the re-opening of our main Preschool building, the
teaching team have set up a quiet area in our family play room
in response to the children’s interest in a space to retreat to.
Recently Chace’s whānau donated ‘heaps’ of buckets. This
inspired the eruption of a new interest as together we explored
the various ways we could create, construct and invent new
uses with them. So far we have seen towers of all shapes and
sizes constructed. We have also used them as stilts and drums,
and created pulley systems around the playground. We look
forward to watching this interest grow further. A BIG thank you to
Chace’s whānau for their kind donation .
With so many new children starting Preschool this year an
emphasis on relationships and ensuring we all have a place here
is on top within our Preschool community. Ask your child about
the new friendships being built.

Remember we are always available to chat about your child’s
learning. If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to
work out a time that suits. How else could we better highlight learning
for you? Let us know if you have any ideas. - The Preschool Team 

Upcoming public holidays

Easter

Friday 30th March – centres closed
Monday 2nd April – centres closed

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS
At the Nursery we welcome Mia, Levi, Luca,
Hudson, Zoe F, Fletcher and their families.
At the Preschool we welcome Jesse,
Chace, Sapphire, Stevie and their families
as well as Alissa, Beau, Benjamin, Esmeé
and their families who have transitioned
over from the Nursery.
Farewell and best of luck on your ongoing
learning journey to Mila, Kobee, Kayden,
Ella-Rose, Sean, and farewell to Ross, Aiden,
Eli, Mackenzie, Jordyn, Austin and Riley W
who are all turning 5 soon and moving on
to school in March and April.
Big congratulations to ….
Stacey, Mick and Tyler on the arrival of Lucy

ANZAC
Wednesday 25th April – centres closed
All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays

Toilet time?
We have had many families ask us about
how/when
to
approach
toileting.
Portobelo has a hand-out created by
the team, which is good to read before
having a chat about how to best support
your child to toilet successfully in an early
childhood setting.
Please ask if you
would like a copy, and then chat with us
at least two weeks before considering
sending your child in pull-ups (our step
before knickers/undies). This allows us
time to discuss and plan as a team how
best to support your child to make
toileting as successful as possible.

Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō
Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future

Nursery team – Jo S, Michelle, Nikki, Martine, Sharon, Kerry, Jenna, Anna and Rebecca.
Preschool Team – Jo S, Jo H, Leslie, Rebecca, Rachel and Scott.

Keeping in touch 







Please text the centre cellphones if your child will be absent. The numbers to use are: Nursery 0273439943
Preschool 0275422272. These phones stay at the centre so you can flick a message through outside our
opening hours and know that we will get it in the morning when we arrive. We have many children waiting for
days to become available, so knowing in advance or as early as possible on the day, is a big help for these
families and for us to plan staffing to meet our legal ratios.
The teams also use our cellphones to text you any non-urgent message specific to your child eg how they are
settling, more nappies needed, or reminders of events
If you need to chat with us or pass on an important/urgent message please ring our landlines. If the preschool
landline goes to answerphone, that means we are busy with the children, so please ring the Nursery landline
instead.
The centre landlines are still the quickest and most reliable way to contact us in a hurry.
Our email address for both buildings is kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz

A NOTE FROM DR SANDY, PORTOBELO’S PROFESSIONAL LEADER…
Warm summer greetings to you all.
2018 began with a bang for our teachers as we revised our
Portobelo Philosophy Statement. This important statement guides
our thinking about teaching and learning in all our centres,
making it clear what it is we value. The discussion around this
document is always rich and passionate, because our teachers
understand that the statement we finish with guides all those ‘inthe-moment’ decisions we make throughout every day. There are
so many possible ways to do things in education, but all our
theories and professional knowledge about how children develop
and flourish ‘play out’ in the little moments that children
experience throughout each day in our centres. So it is important to take the time to stop,
think, and converse, to ensure we are all are in the same waka paddling towards the same
outcomes for our children, and that the outcomes we have decided on really do matter
here.
We would like to involve you, our Portobelo
whānau, in this conversation. Below are the 10
points that we value most in our thinking about
teaching and learning for our children:











The power of play
Learning how to learn
Self-control for success
Being friends and making friends
Safe risks
Green time, not screen time
Teaching and learning together
Home away from home with kiwi backyard
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata
Creating citizens of the world

Some of these points may seem a little unclear. That’s because we want people to be
curious about what they mean and engage in the conversation with us. For example, the
cultural celebrations referred to earlier in this newsletter help our children become ‘citizens
of the world’. So please accept our invitation and talk with our Centre Leaders, Team
Leaders and teaching team members about any of these points and what they mean for
your children. In our next whānau survey (early May) we will be asking you directly for your
thoughts about these points, how much they matter to you, and how well we are doing in
bringing these values to life for our tamariki.

From the Directors
It has been a great start to the year, and we are so happy to
have such amazing teams and children at Portobelo.
Recently ex tropical cyclone Gita put us on high alert, and a
wakeful night was spent, listening to the radio, checking
weather radars, and looking out for any Civil Defence and
Ministry of Education updates. We were glad to avoid the worst of the wind and rain, and
have our centres open as usual. This did remind us though of the importance of Facebook
for communicating quickly with our families – the final decision was not made until 5.30am
on the day!
People ‘liking’ our message was a good way for us to track who had seen it – thank you so
much for this, and if you haven’t yet linked with us on Facebook, please consider doing this.
To find us, type “@PortobeloPreschools” in the Facebook search box. If you ‘like’ and
‘follow’ us, you will be alerted to any events that may affect our opening hours [such as
cyclone Gita]. You will also be able to see the information, updates and great photos
about the learning and fun happening across all four of our Portobelo centres.
ADVANCE NOTICE: Portobelo will be selling the Entertainment Book this year – both the
digital and coupon book versions. It’s a great way to support Portobelo, so please keep this
in mind and tell your friends! More information will be coming in April.
Finally, thanks to all our Portobelo community for making Portobelo such a fun place to
grow, learn, play, share, and make friends together.
Kia pai tō rā (Have a great day)
Lyn and Ian

Booking Changes
Please speak to or ring Jo S (Centre
Leader) on the Nursery phone
3279113. Remember – we need at
least one weeks’ notice due to
rostering requirements

Account queries
For any account queries please call or
email our Office Manager Lyn Haines
at our head office in Avonhead, ph
3439952 (8am – 1pm) or email her at
portobeloaccounts@xtra.co.nz

