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End of year celebration

A big thank you to everyone who joined us to celebrate the end of the year with our tamariki. It
was a fantastic evening filled with fun and whanaungatanga as teachers, children and families
had the chance to get together and deepen relationships, reflect and celebrate the children’s
successes and learning over the past year, and get to know their children’s friends and whānau.
The sausage sizzle was very popular and there were some beautifully iced biscuits being
produced – the tamariki really enjoyed this activity! We hope you enjoyed the family photo frame
and took the opportunity to capture your beautiful whānau! Did you help your child scoop up
some reindeer food to take home too?

Meri kirihimite – Merry Christmas!

Engaging with our community – Who has been visiting us? Where have we been?
Wider World Week - As part of our ‘Cultural Calendar’, we organised a Wider World Week,
extending an invitation to parents and whānau to share with us something special that is unique
to their family and how they live. Culture is not only about the country we come from or language
we speak, but who we are as individuals and the unique ways that our whānau live.
This celebration was very well received, and we were fortunate to have many parents come in
to share something that they do with their children. We would like to say a huge thank you to all
those who contributed, whether it was through coming in to lead an activity with the children, by
bringing something in for your child to share, or through sharing information that we could use
(such as a song for our Wider World playlists). All of this learning has helped to build upon our
value of tangata whenuatanga as we take the knowledge we have gained from families to
strengthen children’s learning and sense of belonging here at Portobelo.

Our Portobelo Flolley was a huge success in this years Kaiapoi Santa Parade. All the children’s
creativity and efforts paid off as we won first prize in the flolleys! Scott and his helpers, both big
and small had a great time on the day, waving to everybody, spotting some of our Portobelo
whānau in the crowd as they walked down the road, handing out lollies and turning the propeller
on our special boat with bubbles floating around them. Did you go along to the parade? Check
out some of the photos from the day.

Teaching team members have recently taken part in a series of professional learning workshops
with Alice Pounsford. Our focus has been Te Ao Māori, teaching us more about the traditions, our
local tikanga and whakapapa and building on teachers’ knowledge of te reo. We have enjoyed
learning more reo and the fun ways we can implement it within the centre with tamariki. Alice has
a wealth of knowledge and has helped deepen and strengthen our own knowledge and skills.
We have also had more visits with the residents at Annaliese Resthaven both with us visiting them
and them visiting us here 😊

Upcoming events on our Cultural Celebrations Calendar –
Waitangi Day celebrations - February 2019

Our learning in the Nursery
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together ☺
Before all this spring rain, our tamariki were very involved in
preparing our vegetable garden for planting. After buying some
gardening necessities and receiving koha of seeds and plants
from many parents and even our local Kaiapoi Community
Garden, the kaiako and children set about planting and caring
for our garden. The children enjoyed being involved in the
process, they learnt about what kaitiaki means as they helped to
dig, water and care for the garden. It is now flourishing, and we
are reaping the rewards.
Another group interest that teachers have noticed emerging is
that of manaakitanga and friendship. Our children are very
aware of their peers and are showing they are competent little
citizens of the world as they take care of their friends; helping
them with their belongings, unzipping jackets as they come in
from outside and showing kindness to others by holding hands as
they transition from kai to playtime. Kaiako are very proud and
have been praising and encouraging this play as it helps the
children to develop and test out their ideas about ‘self and other’
and build social and emotional skills.
We have also seen a growing interest in pouring, filling and fitting.
The children are enjoying exploring these mathematical
concepts, through all sorts of experiences and play; messy play,
baking and even in the family corner. Kaiako have responded
to this interest by creating a loose parts corner with stones,
containers, bottles, lids and funnels. The children have been
finding all sorts of ways to transport and use these parts as props
in their play, testing out how they work, how much flour they can
fit in a container, how it looks, sounds and feels when they pour
wheat from a bottle or how many stones they can stack. Loose
parts are a great idea for home too, for example by including lots
of different sized containers at bath time, or letting children
‘help’ with dishes and fill the sink with water to encourage them
to test out their theories.
If you have any loose parts at home that you would like to
donate, we would welcome these. Have a chat to a teacher if
you are unsure what is suitable. Kia ora!

Remember we are always willing to chat about your child’s learning. If
drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out a
time that suits. How else could we better highlight learning for you? Let us
know if you have any ideas. - The Nursery Team ☺

Our learning in the Preschool
Remember to keep an eye on the white board near our entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together ☺

There has been a huge interest in music and movement at
Preschool which has stemmed from our wider world celebrations.
This has encouraged children and their families to share their
favourite songs with us, which has led to an amazing and diverse
collection of songs on our playlist. The children are very
passionate about various songs and a firm favourite that you may
be hearing at home is ‘We will rock you’ by Queen. The children
love to listen and request their songs daily, and dance and sing
alongside their peers with air guitars and drums or with the musical
resources on offer such as our poi and shakers. It has been
fantastic to see them developing their communication skills and
discovering different ways to be creative and expressive while
gaining the confidence to share who they are as individuals.
Let us know if you have any musical talents that you could share
with us - we guarantee a receptive audience!
Being a good kaitiaki of our environment is a strong focus at
present as we care for the living world around us. This includes
insects and our new garden that is flourishing with the vegetables
we planted. This has led the teachers to think about ways in
which we can extend and incorporate Atua – Māori Guardians
such as Ranginui/Sky and Papa-tū-ā-nuku/Earth into this interest,
so that tamariki and kaiako can gain a sense of knowledge and
respect on how to care for our living world. If you have any expert
knowledge and fun ways that we can learn or extend on this,
please let us know. Kia ora!
Teachers have had the opportunity to take the ‘soon to be
school’ children for walks to Kaiapoi Borough School, to help them
build connections and a sense of familiarity with a typical school
environment. While we cannot walk to all our local schools, we
always welcome teachers from your child’s school to visit us, so
they get an opportunity to see your child in their preschool
context. We also offer the opportunity to have a three-way chat
at the preschool with you, your child’s teacher and a teacher
from the preschool before they start school. Please see Michelle
to arrange one of these meetings as your child approaches
school-age, if you are interested.

Remember we are always willing to chat about your child’s learning. If
drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out a time
that suits. How else could we better highlight learning for you? Let us know
if you have any ideas. - The Preschool Team ☺

.

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS

At the Preschool we welcome Jace
and his family.
At the Nursery we welcome Chloe
and her family.
Farewell and best of luck on your
ongoing learning journey to Aria,
Cody and Casey.

Our staffing roster for the holiday period is now
finalised. This is based on the bookings families
have made for their children through to 11th
January 2019.
A copy of these bookings has been put in your
notice pocket so you can see what dates you
told us your child will be absent/attending over
the next 5 weeks. We are now unable to accept
any booking changes until 14th January 2019.
Our staff thank you for your understanding ☺

Upcoming public holidays
See the page at the back of
this newsletter for Xmas closure
dates 😊
All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays

Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō
Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future

Nursery team – Jo S, Stacey, Nikki, Martine, Sharon, Kerry, Jenna, Anna and Rebecca.
Preschool Team – Jo S, Michelle, Leslie, Rebecca, Rachel and Scott.

Keeping in touch ☺
•

•
•
•
•

Please text the centre cell-phones if your child will be absent. The numbers to use are: Nursery 0273439943
Preschool 0275422272. These phones stay at the centre so you can flick a message through outside our opening
hours and know that we will get it in the morning when we arrive. We may have children waiting for days to
become available, so knowing in advance or as early as possible on the day, is a big help for these families and
for us to plan staffing to meet our ratios.
The teams also use our cell-phones to text you any non-urgent messages specific to your child e.g. how they are
settling, more nappies needed, or reminders of events.
If you need to chat with us or pass on an important/urgent message please ring our landlines. If the Preschool
landline 327114 goes to answerphone, that means we are busy with the children, so please ring the Nursery
landline 327113 instead.
The centre landlines are still the quickest and most reliable way to contact us in a hurry.
Our email address for both buildings is kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz.

A note from Dr Sandy,
Portobelo’s Professional Leader…
Greetings to everyone in our Portobelo community
It’s that time of year to reflect on where we’ve been and what’s next, as we say
goodbye to 2018 and welcome 2019. At Portobelo, 2018 has been about looking
closely at how we implement our newly revised national curriculum Te Whāriki, and
how to work in a closer partnership with our whānau. Teams have thought hard as
they have documented the change journey in ‘internal evaluations’, a process that
supports us to make mindful decisions and evaluate the impacts of changes made.
The biggest news on the horizon for 2019 is the release of He Taonga te Tamaiti: Strategic Plan for Early
Learning. This is the proposed blueprint setting the national direction for early learning for the next 10 years.
The major features of the Strategic Plan are:
•
•
•
•

Raising quality for children by improving teacher:child ratios for children aged up to 3
Working towards 100% qualified teachers in teacher-led centres
Improving the consistency and levels of teacher salaries and conditions throughout the sector; and
Better planning for, and support and monitoring of, early learning services

Our Portobelo teaching teams will be getting together in the New Year to discuss the draft Plan with a view to
making a group submission. We would love for you to join us in this – we will let you know when and where. In
the
meantime,
you
can
read
more
about
the
plan
through
this
link:
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/conversations/early-learning-strategic-plan/. If you would like to make an
individual submission, this link is also the place to do that.
Another change for 2019 is that after 5 years as Portobelo’s professional leader, I will be moving on to a new
position within another early childhood organisation. It’s been such a pleasure watching the growth and
development of our children, our teaching teams, our leaders, and the organisation as a whole, and I am so
pleased to be leaving Portobelo in such a strong position. He tangata, he tangata, he tangata – it’s all about
people, bringing the best of themselves and working together to ensure our Portobelo vision comes to life – a
place you want to play, work and be. We look forward to introducing our next Principal Leader to you in the New
Year.
Ka kite!

Note from the Directors:
Hello Portobelo whānau. It was great to see so many of
you at our end of year gathering, and we hope you saw
our fantastic ‘Flolley’ in the Kaiapoi Santa Parade!
Portobelo has such a great reputation in the
community, and we are proud of this, and proud to see
our families and teams joining together to celebrate
another great year.
With new centres continuing to open in Kaiapoi
(although there are not enough preschool children to
warrant this), we know how important it is to stay true
to what makes Portobelo special for our children and
families. So a huge thank you to those who completed our whanau survey recently; that’s an important
way to tell us what you value, and hold us accountable. The results this time show us that relationships
are important to everyone at Kaiapoi, with strong positive feedback from families to say that they feel
welcome in the centres, their child feels welcome, their values are respected and that there is someone
that they can go to when they have questions.

Nut Free Policy Review
Our survey also asked for your thoughts about our current ‘nut ban’. Although the majority of respondents
are happy to support this ban, it is mostly from the perspective of protecting other children from potential
harm, rather than for their own convenience, or for their own child’s health, which is really thoughtful,
thank you.
However, when we introduced this policy (more than 5 years ago), products such as almond meal for
baking were not common, and it was relatively easy to ban nuts and nut products, and to enforce this.
Since that time, we have successfully protected children with severe allergies to eggs, shellfish, dairy etc
without making a ‘blanket ban’ against these foods and any items using these foods as an ingredient, as
we have done with nuts.
With these thoughts in mind, and having checked the latest recommendations from health authorities, we
are proposing that from 2019 the ‘nut free’ policy will apply to our Nurseries only. Once children are of
preschool age, they will almost certainly have been exposed to nuts, and we are confident we will be able
to manage nut allergies safely in our preschools just as we do for other allergens. If you have any feedback
on this change to our Policy, please let your Team Leader and/or Centre Leader know.
Change to Preschool hours: Finally, from the start of 2019, we have decided to change the opening hours
of the Preschool to 8am – 3pm each day (as is normal with many preschools). Outside of those hours, our
‘big kids’ will join with the ‘little kids’ in the Nursery building, allowing siblings to spend more time together
and providing opportunities to play alongside a wider age range of children – a great way to develop
empathy and understanding of another’s points of view. Jo S will talk with you individually if this change
affects your child.
Finally: Thanks for your support and involvement in another great year at Portobelo Kaiapoi. Thanks also
for spreading the good word about our great ratios, teachers and programme. We have something really
special going on here - our nursery is in the top 10% in NZ!! 😊
We wish you all a safe and happy Christmas and New Year.
Lyn and Ian

Our Holiday opening hours over Xmas
A reminder that over the Christmas/New Year holiday period we are closed on the following
Public Holidays –
• Tuesday 25th and Wednesday 26th December
• Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd January
For families who are not taking holidays and have confirmed their bookings over this two week
period, our opening hours are 8.30am – 2.30pm. As we will be using the Nursery building only,
please use our Nursery entrance 107 Otaki Street during this time. If your child is going to be
absent on a day we are expecting them, please phone our Nursery 3279113 or text the centre
cell-phones: Nursery 0273439943
Preschool 0275422272
From Monday 7th January 2019, both our Preschool and Nursery buildings are open as usual
for our usual opening hours.

