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Autumn 2018
WOW it’s May already, this year is certainly whizzing by……….
What’s been happening?
Special Person’s Morning Tea We offered manākitanga as we welcomed extended whānau and friends to share kai with us for
our Special Person's Morning Tea. This was an opportunity to celebrate the special people in our
children’s lives, enabling us to build on existing relationships between home and Portobelo,
whanaungatanga, as we work together to support your child’s learning. He tangata, he tangata,
he tangata – it’s all about people!
There was an excited buzz in the Preschool as the teachers set up kai making stations for making
fruit kebabs and pizzas to share with our guests. We used quinoa and chia wraps, and quickly
grilled them so that they dried out. We then put tomato paste and various toppings on it, creating
a tasty and healthy treat the children and adults both enjoyed. We also set up activities for
children and guests to share in together: a flower making art station, threading, painting, and slime
in the trough, to name but a few of the activities to enjoy together.
The Nursery children had made a range of delicious food together throughout the week to offer
their special guests, including blueberry muffins and fruit kebabs which were enjoyed by all.
The children all loved showing off their centres as well as their special people. Thank you so much
for coming, it was great to see you all.

ANZAC celebrations As part of our Anzac Day celebration, the children at the Preschool used their creative skills to
make a wreath from cardboard and wool, and the Nursery teachers helped the children make a
lovely oversized poppy from handprints of the children.
The day before Anzac Day we went on a walk to deliver these to the Cenotaph, where we placed
them in front of the large cross. The children were fascinated by the rows of crosses on the grass
as we explained that they represented all the soldiers who had died, and some of the children
spotted poppies on the crosses, connecting the symbol with their own poppy.
We then stopped for a rest and refreshment (Anzac biscuits of course!) before we returned to the
Preschool and Nursery. What a lovely opportunity for the children to learn about our history, the
meaning of Anzac Day and its importance in our local community.

Engaging with our community – Who has been visiting us?
Recently we had a very special visitor to our Kaiapoi centres. ‘Owlka’ the Shetland pony
came with his owner, Susan, to meet us. Susan said how much he loves being around children
and told us all about Owlka before the children were given the opportunity to pat him if they
wished. Everyone enjoyed patting his nose and mane, remembering the importance of being
gentle, and many commented about his big brown eyes and how soft his mane was. Owlka
was very patient while the children took turns patting him - Thank you for coming to visit us,
Owlka.

We have also had teachers visit us recently from many of our local schools. Inviting local new
entrant teachers to visit and engage with children in their Preschool environment is an
important part of what we do to support a smooth transition to school.

Upcoming events on our Cultural Celebrations Calendar –
•

Mothers’ Day Morning Tea - Friday 11th May 9am-10am – see notices by sign-in
sheets, on Facebook and at the end of this newsletter.

•

Matariki Whānau evening – details to follow but pencil Friday 22nd June on your
calendars!

Planning together for your child’s learning Many thanks to you all for contributing to the family feedback pages,
having conversations with us, and attending learning update meetings to
work together to celebrate your child’s learning and set some new
learning goals.
Your ongoing contributions in your child’s Learning Journal and the conversations we have daily
help strengthen the links for learning between home and Portobelo for your child.

Please try to send learning journals back within a day or two of going home as we
use them every day with the children to revisit their learning and for our ongoing
planning and assessment 😊

Our learning in the Nursery
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together ☺
Are any of our whānau familiar with the Fire Truck song? Or perhaps
you have heard the teachers playing, ‘Nee Naw’. These books are
certainly big hits in the Nursery, at the moment, and we have been
further extending and exploring on this group interest of emergency
vehicles. Of particular interest have been fire trucks, ambulances,
police cars and rescue vehicles. Our tamariki went on a rather
exciting walk down to the local Kaiapoi Fire Station where they
peered in through the windows at the fire trucks and saw all the
hoses, helmets and much more fire gear. They also got to see an
ambulance up close. Kaiako have been furthering their interest by
providing dress up resources and creating our very own emergency
vehicles using big boxes which our tamariki have helped paint and
decorate and, once dry, – to drive!
We have all enjoyed exploring music thanks to the cookie time
bucket ‘drums’ donated by Jenny (Levi and Chace’s Nana).
Adding sticks for beating led to learning beat, timing, pattern in
sounds, and rhythm. Children have been expressing themselves as
they find their own ‘groove’, and learning from one another as they
copy each other’s beat – a shared experience which also
supported developing friendships.
In the infant room we have seen a huge change in the mobility of
all children and we now have everyone capable of moving to
objects of desire whether it be by commando-style crawling, fluid
crawling or toddling. With these new skills we have also seen a big
interest in children finding ways to further challenge themselves, so
the arrival of an amazing set of soft blocks was perfect! The infants
have loved climbing over the blocks, sometimes going up the steps
and sometimes going up the ramp, and crawling through the
tunnel. Quite a few of the children have decided that the best
place to sit is right on top where you can see everything going on in
the room. The tunnel, ramp and steps all provide different
opportunities for climbing and balancing. This equipment also
introduces the Portobelo philosophy of ‘safe risk’ to the play. Risktaking is beneficial for our children as it allows them to test and
extend their limits, to problem solve, grow courage, develop
resilience and to experience the joy of mastering a situation.

Remember we are always willing to chat about your child’s learning.
If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out
a time that suits. How else could we better highlight learning for you?
Let us know if you have any ideas. - The Nursery Team ☺

Our learning in the Preschool
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entranceway
to see photos and information highlighting our learning together☺
An interest in hairstyling amongst the children at
Preschool has encouraged the creation of a
beauty salon where children have used the
various props provided to style hair and do each
other’s make up. The area has been very popular
and it has been fantastic to see the children
developing their communication skills as they
converse with one another. Concepts around what it means to be
gentle and look after – even pamper - someone have been
reinforced, all linked to experiences in the wider world.
Another interest that has been sizzling away recently is our ‘Where’s
Wally?’ book. The children became such experts at finding Wally on
each page that we were inspired to purchase five more variations of
the popular book to provide an extra challenge for the children. Of
course, this sparked much interest and the ‘Where’s Wally?’ book
table has been a hive of activity as children work together to try and
find the elusive character within the pages of the book.
With the weather starting to cool off a little we have been seizing the
warmer days that still occur to go on spontaneous walks in the
community. The children have really enjoyed our recent walks to
Baker Park where they can test out their physical skills and have a
great deal of fun amongst friends. We have also been to the museum
behind the library and are planning visits to Annaliese Rest Haven
and the local hair salon.

Remember we are always willing to chat about your child’s learning. If dropoff or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out a time that
suits. How else could we better highlight learning for you? Let us know if you
have any ideas. - The Preschool Team ☺

Upcoming public holidays

Queen’s Birthday

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS
At the Nursery we welcome Ruby,
Samuel and their families and welcome
back Ātaahua.
At the Preschool we welcome Rahaf
and her family as well as a welcome
back to Yanni.
Farewell and best of luck on your
ongoing learning journey to Jesse,
Sapphire and Maggie who are all
turning 5 soon and moving on to school
in May.
Big congratulations to ….
Kim, Aaron, and Sophie on the arrival of
Annabel

Monday 4th June
All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays

Toilet time?
We have had many families ask us about
how/when
to
approach
toileting.
Portobelo has a hand-out created by the
team, which is good to read before
having a chat about how to best support
your child to toilet successfully in an early
childhood setting. Please ask if you would
like a copy, and then chat with us at least
two weeks before considering sending
your child in pull-ups (our step before
knickers/undies). This allows us time to
discuss and plan as a team how best to
support your child to make toileting as
successful as possible.

Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō
Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future

Nursery team – Jo S, Michelle, Nikki, Martine, Sharon, Kerry, Jenna, Anna and Rebecca.
Preschool Team – Jo S, Jo H, Leslie, Rebecca, Rachel and Scott.

Keeping in touch ☺
•

•
•
•
•

Please text the centre cellphones if your child will be absent. The numbers to use are: Nursery 0273439943
Preschool 0275422272. These phones stay at the centre so you can flick a message through outside our opening
hours and know that we will get it in the morning when we arrive. We have many children waiting for days to
become available, so knowing in advance or as early as possible on the day, is a big help for these families and
for us to plan staffing to meet our legal ratios.
The teams also use our cellphones to text you any non-urgent messages specific to your child eg how they are
settling, more nappies needed, or reminders of events.
If you need to chat with us or pass on an important/urgent message please ring our landlines. If the Preschool
landline goes to answerphone, that means we are busy with the children, so please ring the Nursery landline
instead.
The centre landlines are still the quickest and most reliable way to contact us in a hurry.
Our email address for both buildings is kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz.

From the Directors
SURVEY TIME
It’s that time of the year again - watch out for our whānau surveys
which should have arrived in your email inbox, and please complete
and return them with your comments added.
This survey is something that we do twice a year, to check how well we are doing in meeting your
expectations for the education and care of your child/ren. Please respond if you can, as we all look
forward to the results of these surveys – it helps us to plan for the future, to see what we are doing
well, and, importantly, how we could become even better!
One new thing that we are planning to do is to update the testimonials on our website, to keep
them current and relevant. So, if you say something cool about Portobelo, or explain what you like
about us, or mention something we do well, it may appear on our website. We want testimonials to
be relevant and real, with comments from current families, so we will update these after each
survey, and maybe add extra stuff if it comes to hand. Thanks everybody.

Apologies from our Principal
Leader Dr Sandy that there is no
column from her this time. She has
injured her arm so is recuperating,
and hopes to be back on deck
with us very soon.

Booking Changes
Please speak to or ring Jo S (Centre Leader)
on the Nursery phone 3279113. Or TXT
the nursery cellphone 0273439943
Remember – we need at least one week’s
notice due to rostering requirements 😊

Account queries
For any account queries please call or
email our Office Manager Lyn Haines
at our head office in Avonhead, ph
3439952 (8am – 1pm) or email her at
portobeloaccounts@xtra.co.nz

