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Matariki Celebrations 2020
This year in our centre we have celebrated this special NZ time through various learning
experiences and opportunities within the daily curriculum. Our teachers and children
have chatted about this time of year and the values that go along with it – including new
beginnings, harvesting, sharing and planting kai, spending time with family, music and
dance. These values were then integrated into learning opportunities such as Matariki
stories and waiata, along with our dress-up and disco day at both centres. The Nursery
also enjoyed baking star biscuits, creating a rain gauge and planting seeds, among other
activities. The Preschool had fun creating a friendship weave, planting seeds, playing the
game “Kei a wai?” together and much more.
Please see the displays in each centre for more pictures and information on this special
celebration time.

Upcoming events on our Cultural Celebrations Calendar –
•

Māori Language Week – 14th - 20th September. A weeklong celebration of our
bicultural heritage and language with the theme being ‘Kia kaha te reo Māori’.

•

Wider World Week – 12th – 16th October. A weeklong celebration of each child and
teacher’s tangata whenuatanga – who they are and where they come from. More
information on this closer to the time.

Ambi the Ambulance
We were very lucky at the beginning of July to have a special visit from Paula as part of
the ASB St John in Schools programme, and she brought with her Ambi the Ambulance.
We were able to learn all about the different Emergency Services in our community and
how they help us. She then led a fun interactive session sharing with us the different
uniforms we might see the St John Ambulance officers wearing, the different equipment
that may be on an ambulance and that may be used on us if we were hurt or sick and
of course the different sirens on the ambulance too. It was great that all children had the
opportunity to participate whether by being invited up the front or getting to touch the
equipment as Paula brought it around the group. She finished with a story about how to
call for an ambulance and what happens if you get hurt, and a fantastic dance session
to the very catchy "Call for the Ambulance" song (available on Youtube, Spotify and Itunes for free download if your child requests it at home).
Emergency services role-play is always popular fun here at Portobelo, and we look
forward to hearing and seeing this new knowledge get integrated into daily fun and
learning.

Preschool
With so many of our older tamariki leaving for school recently and many new tamariki
transitioning over from the Nursery, we have seen a change in the learning and interests
at Preschool. Lately the daily programme has included an abundance of relationshipbased play experiences as our tamariki make new friends and strengthen existing
friendships further. As tamariki continue to strengthen relationships with others we have
seen an emerging interest in family and dramatic-role play which is one of our current
group interests. (Have you seen the board display as you enter the main playroom?). Our
family play and dress up area has been revisited daily as tamariki engage in imaginative
play such as family role-play, exploring how to “be” an animal, and cooking yummy
kai/food for each other as they express themselves and their ideas amongst peers.
You may have noticed that our other current group interest is based around problem
solving and reasoning. Through this interest children are enjoying more complex games
such as Uno, Memory, and Snap, as well outside games such as tag, hide and seek, hopscotch and more. Within these games children are learning a range of skills including
sportsmanship, how to engage in ako where they can be both the teacher and the
learner as they share knowledge on how to solve problems together, reason around rules
within play, and developing strategies to include others fairly in their games and play.

Nursery
Within the Infant room the children have been enjoying a wide range of sensory-rich
exploration opportunities. These have ranged from paint, to gloop, to how the loose parts
can be different in how they sound and feel. Check out all the photos of the joy,
concentration, uncertainty, and discovery that has been experienced.
The Toddler room children have been busy counting, naming colours and exploring
shapes, size and fit. All of this learning has led to a group interest around emerging maths
and numeracy skills and kaiako have adapted the environment to include a special
maths and numeracy corner and have been incorporating maths and numeracy into the
various daily activity set-ups and opportunities.
The scales and various coloured teddies and animals have been a big hit, with the
children concentrating and persisting to work out how they can make each side weigh
the same, while also counting and learning about concepts such as heavy and light,
more and less. As with most activities this one also provided opportunities to explore some
great social skills such as sharing space, taking turns and using verbal and non-verbal
communication to express feelings, needs and ideas.
We are also hearing and seeing many children take an interest in the songs and board
stories that feature regularly within our hui times. Some of the children have begun sharing
their leadership skills by taking their own hui times, singing these songs and sharing them
with their peers. The other children have loved being able to sit, listen and take part in
many, many spontaneous hui times led by their peers. Teachers have extended upon this
by providing children with their own props to use for the songs by copying their favourites.
Within these times we are hearing some great counting and colour recognition too. Have
you heard new songs coming home with your child recently?

Booking Changes
WELCOMES & FAREWELLS
At the Nursery we welcome Kayden, Clark,
Emelia, Nirvana, Ella, Ivy, Emersyn and their
families.
At the Preschool we welcome Indie, Tayla and
their families.
Farewell and best of luck on your ongoing
learning journey to Benji, Lilley, Archie and Lincoln
who have all either moved off to school already
or are turning 5 soon.

Please speak to or ring Jo S (Centre Leader)
on the Nursery phone 3279113, or text
the nursery cellphone 0273439943
Remember – we need at least one
week’s notice due to rostering
requirements
Booking change forms are now also
available on our website
www.bestpreschools.co.nz, for you to
download, complete and return.

Upcoming public holidays

Big congratulations to ….
Gemma, Jayden, Jordyn and Willow on the
arrival of Maddisyn

Labour Day Show Day -

Monday 26th October
Friday 13th November

All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays

Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō
Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future

Teaching Team – Jo, Stacey, Michelle, Jenna, Nikki D, Martine, Sharon, Scott, Anna,
Rebecca, Leslie, Rachel, Nicki G
Relieving Team – Lisa, Christina, Elaine and Lizzie

Keeping in touch ☺
•

•
•
•
•

Please text the centre cellphones if your child will be absent. The numbers to use are: Nursery 0273439943
Preschool 0275422272. These phones stay at the centre so you can flick a message through outside our opening
hours and know that we will get it in the morning when we arrive. We may have children waiting for days to
become available, so knowing in advance or as early as possible on the day, is a big help for these families and for
us to plan staffing to meet our ratios.
The teams also use our cellphones to text you any non-urgent messages specific to your child eg how they are
settling, more nappies needed, or reminders of events.
If you need to chat with us or pass on an important/urgent message please ring our landlines. If the Preschool
landline 327114 goes to answerphone, that means we are busy with the children, so please ring the Nursery
landline 327113 instead.
The centre landlines are still the quickest and most reliable way to contact us in a hurry.
Our email address for both buildings is kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz.

From the Directors
13.8.20
Well, how things can change in a day! [And of course they may have
changed again, by the time you read this!]
NZ went from enjoying the complacency of 102 days of zero
community transmission of COVID 19, to being at Level 3 for Auckland,
and Level 2 for the rest of us!
The good news is that we all know what to do in these circumstances, we have been here before, and
with our great processes in place, and with continued good communication between the centres and
you, as parents and whānau, we will keep Portobelo a safe and happy place for all. Anyone with special
vulnerability is of course best to stay home, and anyone with any symptoms or risk factors also needs to
stay away. We have got this!
Good communication means frequent and ongoing and specific discussions and information sharing, so
please use our COVID app when you come in, and keep us up to date with how things are for you and
your family, your health, your needs, and how best to contact you. In return, we will keep the
environment clean and comfortable, tell you about changes and updates as they happen, and keep
people with symptoms away.
Here’s hoping for the best result for our team of 5 million.
Parent and whānau surveys
It is important to keep in touch with what our Portobelo families are experiencing, what is It is obvious
that relationships are important to everyone – and we know this, and value them also. There is strong
positive feedback from participants to say that they feel welcome in the centres, their child feels
welcome, their values are respected and that there is someone that they can go to when they have
questions.
“The teachers love being there, and they make the centre amazing.”
“Small group size, consistent staffing and homely environment.”

The responses that have resonated the most for us are:
That nursery families appreciate how we foster confidence in the children. This is seen as occurring
through our long serving teachers, our communication, the ‘family feel’, risk taking – so many things!
That preschool families feel very positive about our relationships, being real, and Portobelo ‘being like
home’.
Portobelo has an excellent reputation in Kaiapoi, and this is largely due to our commitment that ‘children
matter most’. We are proud that we are a ‘preferred preschool and nursery’ gaining great results in our
ERO evaluations.
There is always room to improve, and we need your feedback to know this, especially around day to day
relationships and learning.
We know our buildings and some of our resources are a bit tired - it would be amazing to afford the
things on our wish list! But people are our best resource, and we have fabulous ones!
Thanks for your time and sharing your thoughts.
Lyn and Ian

