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Not long until Spring!!! 😊……………
NZ/Kiwi Winter celebration week

What better way to move through winter than to celebrate it! Our tamariki enjoyed exploring the
special properties of ice as we cracked slabs of it open to find resources that were frozen inside,
and watched the sun melt it away slowly. We made our own individual snowmen with cotton
balls and recycled buttons, and baking featured as well - apple crumble at the Preschool, and
pikelets and hot chocolate at the Nursery. Sensory experiences were a favourite, including messy
gloop, snowy shaving foam, painting and face painting. We ended the celebration with a
‘Frozen’ disco with the Preschool and Nursery children and teachers all joining in for a boogie to
keep us all nice and warm!

Engaging with our community – Who has been visiting us? Where have we been?
We recently had Nanami, a Japanese student from Kaiapoi High School, return to see us again,
and currently have a student teacher, Carmen, from Open Polytech completing a 5 week
practicum with us until late August. Carmen is in her 3rd year of study towards attaining her
Bachelor of Teaching and Learning ECE. See the foyer for more info about Carmen 😊.
We have also had many excursions ‘out and about’ in our local community,
including walks to our closest schools, Kaiapoi High School and Kaiapoi
Borough School.

Upcoming events on our Cultural Celebrations Calendar –
•
•

Fathers’ Day Morning Tea – Thursday 30th August 9am-10am (see invitation later in this
newsletter)
Māori Language Week – week of 10th September

Te wiki o te reo Māori takes place this year between 10 and 16 September.
Kia Kaha te reo Māori is the national theme for this year’s Māori Language
Week. When we say ‘Kia Kaha te Reo Māori’ we’re saying - ‘Let’s make the
Māori language strong'.
Te wiki o te reo Māori provides an opportunity to
celebrate together and learn te reo Māori, helping to secure its future as a
living, dynamic, and rich language special to Aotearoa.

Our learning in the Nursery
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together ☺

In the infant room, physical exploration reached new heights
when we placed the up-riser in front of the window so the
children can climb up and look at the outside world. We have
already noticed the birds coming for visits, as well the planes
flying over Portobelo. We are planning on making a pinecone
birdfeeder which we will attach to the fence to attract even
more birds for us to observe.
Drawing and painting have become very popular lately. Our
youngest learners especially enjoy using the pens with
clipboards, and finger painting. We have also had gloop and
shaving foam out for everyone to have fun with, which was a
lot of messy sensory fun. Sensory play is designed purely to
stimulate our senses in different ways. It also encourages
relaxation and enjoyment of the ‘process’ without the pressure
of having to create an end ‘product’ – the play is the point!
In the toddler room working theories have been our theme for
the children’s group interest lately. We have noticed that
through natural curiosity, our tamariki are using trial and error,
problem solving and turn taking to develop their thinking and
fine motor skills through play. Experiences have included
making bubbles with egg beaters, making sand fly into the air
by jumping on an angled shovel, discovering ways to use and
move objects by fitting, pouring, filling and tipping, and
discovering the marvel of ice and how it can break and melt!
We are now noticing the children’s growing interest in music
and movement. Have you noticed our new cabinet display in
the foyer, showing lots of musical resources? Have a peek on
our Facebook page to see the video of us all singing the
‘Popcorn song’ with the parachute - (@PortobeloPreschools).
We have had a number of children join the toddler room both
new to Portobelo and transitioning from the infant room. Kaiako
have observed our older children showing manākitanga
towards new children as they welcome them into their
environment. They have been helping by guiding them to their
belongings, giving cuddles and involving them in their play. It is
lovely to see our tamariki living our Portobelo philosophy of
‘being friends and making friends’. You can help strengthen
these relationships and the value of whanaungatanga further
at home too, by encouraging them to share their
day/friendships here at Portobelo with you.
Remember we are always willing to chat about your child’s learning. If
drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out a
time that suits. How else could we better highlight learning for you? Let
us know if you have any ideas. - The Nursery Team ☺

Our learning in the Preschool
With a large group of tamariki leaving for school recently and lots
of new tamariki joining us, we have seen a great change in the
dynamics at Preschool, and lately the daily programme has
included an abundance of relationship-based play experiences
as our tamariki make new friends and strengthen old friendships
further. This has meant lots of naturally occurring situations for
practising turn taking, sharing, negotiating, listening and
compromising during peer interactions, and it has been fantastic
to see some of our tamariki assuming leadership roles by being
positive advocates for fair play amongst friends.
As tamariki continue to strengthen relationships with others we
have seen an emerging interest in dramatic role play. Our ‘quiet’
space has been revisited daily as children engage in wānanga
through pretend play, such as family role play, expressing and
relating their ideas amongst peers. It is brilliant to see our tamariki
learning about concepts such as taking another’s perspective as
they are encouraged to be understanding and accepting of the
views of others within their pretend play and problem solving
interactions.
You may have noticed that our carpentry area is currently being
re-vamped. So far we have concreted over the base, and
installed a larger woodwork table with vice. Small re-usable
resources such as bottle tops, fabric and bread bag tags have
also been provided to further extend on the complexity and
creativity of woodwork constructions. The area has been a hive
of activity amongst tamariki as they plan, invent and construct
masterpieces using wood, and it is neat to see designs becoming
more and more intricate as children strengthen skills and extend
their thinking.
We believe in children taking safe risks at Portobelo, and this has
been explored and reinforced at mat time discussions and
throughout the day, regarding safe use of our carpentry tools.
Everyone has been encouraged to take responsibility for ensuring
tools stay on the table and nails are picked up off the ground.
Watch this space because we will soon further extend on safety
concepts by providing equipment such as ear muffs and
goggles.
Can you help us? With the carpentry area being so popular we
constantly run low on supplies. If you have any untreated wood
or small re-usable items we would really appreciate donations of
these so we can continue to provide an awesomely inspiring
carpentry area for our tamariki.
Remember we are always willing to chat about your child’s learning. If
drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out a time
that suits. How else could we better highlight learning for you? Let us know
if you have any ideas. - The Preschool Team ☺

.

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS
At the Nursery we welcome Lucy, Casey,
Maxin and their families.
At the Preschool we welcome Lincoln and
his family. We also welcome Benji, Lilley,
Archie and Tamati who have transitioned
over from the Nursery.
Farewell and best of luck on your ongoing
learning journey to Casey, Stevie, Nico,
Scarlett, Paige, Jakobie and Wyatt who are
all off to school.

Upcoming public holidays
Labour Day Show Day -

Monday 22nd October
Friday 16th November

All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays

Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō
Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future

Nursery team – Jo S, Michelle, Nikki, Martine, Sharon, Kerry, Jenna, Anna and Rebecca.
Preschool Team – Jo S, Jo H, Leslie, Rebecca, Rachel and Scott.

Keeping in touch ☺
•

•
•
•
•

Please text the centre cellphones if your child will be absent. The numbers to use are: Nursery 0273439943
Preschool 0275422272. These phones stay at the centre so you can flick a message through outside our opening
hours and know that we will get it in the morning when we arrive. We may have children waiting for days to
become available, so knowing in advance or as early as possible on the day, is a big help for these families and for
us to plan staffing to meet our ratios.
The teams also use our cellphones to text you any non-urgent messages specific to your child eg how they are
settling, more nappies needed, or reminders of events.
If you need to chat with us or pass on an important/urgent message please ring our landlines. If the Preschool
landline 327114 goes to answerphone, that means we are busy with the children, so please ring the Nursery
landline 327113 instead.
The centre landlines are still the quickest and most reliable way to contact us in a hurry.
Our email address for both buildings is kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz.

From the Directors
Greetings everyone!
Fees review: Every year we reassess our fees and fee
structure, and the good news is – once again this year we
will not be increasing our fees; the only change being the re-introduction of a 7 hour
session.
Although times are tight in early childhood, and we face some competition from new
centres starting up, we are confident that the high-quality education and care we provide,
and the relationships our teachers build with families and children, are seen as
worthwhile by our families. You get what you pay for. 😊
The biggest influence on the quality of care and education received by young children is
the quality of the teaching. We believe that the Government funded ratio of adults to
children is not good enough to allow our teachers to provide those planned experiences
and opportunities ‘in the moment’ that cause learning to occur, and to build and sustain
meaningful relationships. So, while we are funded by the government for only 1 adult per
5 children aged under 2 years, and 1 adult for every 10 children aged 2—5years, we don’t
believe that is good enough to ensure high quality. So at Portobelo we employ enough
teaching team members to ensure significantly better ratios:
1:3 ratios for babies aged under 12 months
1:4 ratios for children aged 12-24 months
And for our older children:

1:8 ratio for children aged 2-5 years

Changes in staff:
We are excited to have Stacey returning from maternity leave in September. She will
initially job share her Nursery Team Leader role with Jenna, while Michelle heads to the
Preschool to take over while Jo H goes on her maternity leave from 19th August. Exciting
times as we look forward to having Stacey back, and welcoming baby Lucy in our Portobelo
family, and we can’t wait to meet Jo H’s baby when she arrives!
Thank you for entrusting your children to us at Portobelo – ‘a place you want to work,
play and be’ for everyone large or small!
Kia pai tō rā - Have a great day.
Lyn and Ian

A note from Dr Sandy, Portobelo’s Professional Leader…

He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata
What’s the most important thing in the world?
It is people, it is people, it is people.
No man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of the
continent…
English metaphysical poet John Donne (1572-1631)

It takes a village to raise a child (African proverb)
Greetings to everyone in our Portobelo family – our children, teachers, parents, wider
whānau, neighbours, Facebook followers, schools, and friends in the local community
and beyond.
As you know, at Portobelo we have a Statement of Teaching and Learning that guides
everything we do. Last newsletter, I wrote about how we support our children to take
‘safe risks’, and why building the courage to try is a key disposition for lifelong living.
Another part of our Teaching and Learning statement is ‘He tangata, he tangata, he
tangata’, which we have borrowed from the whakatauki above. Although so much of
the world our children will grow up to live in is unknown to us, one thing we can be
certain of is that there will be other people in it! This is why our early childhood
curriculum Te Whāriki has ‘relationships’ as one of the four cornerstone principles for
what teachers do. Equally important is the principle ‘family and community’, which
recognises the impact for children’s learning and development that comes about when
the important people in their lives connect and work together. When we join together to
create a village for each child, and open that village to others, we are all stronger and
our children thrive.
At Portobelo, we celebrate the rich and deep tapestry that each child and family bring
to our ‘village’. Our teachers and leaders work hard to build authentic relationships with
families, based on our common goal of wanting the very best for every child. We are so
happy to read feedback in our whānau surveys, that our families feel secure in knowing
there is someone at Portobelo they can go to about their child who cares deeply, and
that they will be heard with respect.
Thank you for trusting us to be part of your child’s village. You can’t do it alone, we
can’t do it alone, but working together, and keeping our village open for others, means
we are all working together, encouraging and supporting each other to provide the
nurturing required for our children to learn and grow in the best ways possible.
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata – it’s all about people.

