News from the Nursery …
Kia Ora koutou. The winter season is upon us and has offered our nursery
akonga the opportunity to experience their first snowy day here in
Christchurch. After dressing in jackets, hats and gumboots the kaiako
encouraged our tamariki to step outside of their comfort zone (literally!) and
interact with the beautiful fluffy snow that floated gently from the sky. This
enchanting moment was filled with smiles and laughter as the children’s
confidence to adapt to a new experience
shone through.
During these winter weeks, we have been
busy connecting with our children’s home
interests and extending on these within
our nursery environment. We have called this focus project “I roto te
kainga”, translating to “In the home”, and it has provided some great
learning experiences such as making and sharing children’s favourite
recipes from home including seed crackers and milk fluffies. This focus
has also encouraged us to recognise the rich learning opportunities that
every day ‘in the home’ activities can offer. A simple household task such as folding the washing can easily
turn into a colour recognition and matching experience.
Another highlight has been visiting the local library, which provided an exciting opportunity for our
tamariki to explore their love and interest in books and encouraged their sense of belonging to extend out
in to their wider community, beyond the walls of the centre.
Through growing and extending these connections with whānau and
community the wellbeing of our tamariki has been fostered as they
are affirmed as individuals who have unique talents, skills, and
passions to contribute. Extending and provoking new interests has
allowed our tamariki to take responsibility for their own learning
through expressing their ideas and curiously exploring new
concepts. Thanks to all our families and extended whānau for taking
an interest in our focus project and spreading the aroha.

News from the Preschool …
One of the most significant celebrations in the Māori Calendar is Matariki, the Māori New Year. Matariki is
a celebration of the culture, language, spirituality, history and people.
At our Avonhead Preschool, we celebrated Matariki with a rich programme of experiences for the children
that provided lots of opportunity to talk about the significance of the event, leading up to our celebration
evening with whānau. Activities included making kumara bread - this was a great way to practice maths
skills as baking requires knowledge about weight, mass, volume, measuring and numeracy. The tamariki
also experienced practicing social skills as they take turns, and share about their own experiences with
baking at home. Here’s the recipe, if you would like to try this yourselves with your children:

Kumara Bread Recipe
300gms orange kumara (boiled and mashed), 1T active dried yeast, 1t sugar, 1c lukewarm water, 1c high
grade flour, 2c wholemeal flour, 1 ½ t salt, 2T rosemary,2T extra virgin olive oil.
Combine yeast, sugar and water and leave for 10 mins to activate. Combine flours, salt and rosemary in a
large bowl. Add oil, kumara and yeast mixture. Stir until well combined. Add extra flour if too sticky.
Knead dough for 10 mins, until it is soft and elastic. Place dough in an oiled bowl and cover with a tea towel
and leave to rise for 30 mins. Line an oven tray with paper, cut dough in half and shape 2 loaves. Cut a few
1cm thick slashes on top of the loaves and leave for a further 20 mins. Dust with flour and bake in a
preheated oven (200 degrees) for 25-30 mins, or until a crust develops and the base sounds firm and
hollow when tapped. Remove from the oven and cool. Enjoy!
Another popular activity focused on the stars of Matariki, also known as the Pleiades. These stars can only
be seen during the winter month of July. While making stars, the children were improving their fine motor
skills (such as cutting, pincer grip, and finger strength and dexterity), developing artistic appreciation and
expression, working together in a shared space, and negotiating over resource use.

A further addition to the programme was harakeke weaving. Weaving with flax is a traditional craft of
Aotearoa and Māori made much use of the plentiful supply of flax they found, weaving it into items of
clothing and footwear, ropes and strings, baskets, mats and fishing nets.
Together, teachers and children learned the protocols around the harvesting, gathering and use of
harakeke. Discussing this tikanga with the children helped strengthen their understanding of Te Ao Māori
(the Māori world). Then we were off for a walk down the road to Lucas’s house to gather our harakeke. We
said a karakia of thanks together and then talked about where to cut the flax. We were careful not to cut
the arahi rito (main stem) as this is the part that the flax needs to regrow.
When we got back to the centre, the children watched and learned as they made their own putiputi
(flowers) using the harakeke. This was particularly tricky, and required dexterity and fine motor skills to
complete. Nga tamariki also needed to listen carefully and follow instructions to be successful. Don’t our
putiputi look beautiful! Kei te mahi katoa - all working together.

Another special project the children completed, was our Matariki Korowai, or ceremonial cloak. The
korowai is worn by the rangitira (a person of authority) and is used in ceremonies or special occasions. At
Portobelo, this includes birthdays and farewells to school. To make our own korowai, each of the children
decorated their own calico ‘feather’, and then helped sew the individual feathers to the cloak. The
children’s mana whenua (sense of belonging) was reinforced through their contribution to this group
exercise. It was also a celebration of membership to the Portobelo whānau.
Both tamariki and kaiako have learned so much as we prepared to celebrate Matariki. Thank you to
everyone who played a part in this programme focus, donated vegetables for our Matariki soup, and who
came along on the night to celebrate with us. Our new programme focus is on creativity as we have
noticed a lot of interest from the children in construction, building and creating! Watch out for the
“Creation Stations” around the classroom to promote this new interest.

Welcome & farewell – haere mai, haere rā …
Welcome to the Nursery: Jessica and Quinn, Kaelin.
Welcome to the Preschool: Leon, Isla, Jacob, Ezra and Jethro. Ruby and Katherine and Ivy (joining us from
the Nursery)
Farewell to our Preschool graduates: Ruby, Erin and Callum, who are off to start their new learning
adventures at primary school.
We were sad to farewell Lisa during the month, but are so excited for her as she prepares for the arrival of
her second baby. And as one door closes, another opens… we extend an especially big Portobelo welcome
to our new Centre Leader Ashleigh, and are loving what she brings to our Avonhead Portobelo community.

Special Events . . . Matariki 2017
We celebrated our annual whānau evening on the 26th of June and what a fantastic turn out we had!
Thanks to all of the teachers, parents and children for working together to make this evening such a
success. We shared homemade soup and bread and watched the amazing presentation of the children’s
learning in the lead up to Matariki. It was fantastic getting to meet so many of our children’s wider
whānau.

Professional learning . . .
It’s been a busy time for our teaching teams’ ongoing learning. Alice, Sandy and Lyn [our service
provider/owner] went to a local workshop held at Westburn School, where they learned about some of the
early history of the Avonhead area. What a surprise to learn that our local stream at the end of Corfe St,
Otakaro, means ‘place where the children play’! In the old days, the stream was a significant place for
gathering fish and birds, and while the adults were hard at work the children were free to explore and
frolic. We are looking forward to helping our Avonhead Portobelo children build a relationship with this
special place in time to come.
Ashleigh, Amber and Tracy have all been taking part in professional learning workshops alongside junior
primary teachers from Avonhead, Merrin, Westburn and Russley schools, focusing on the similarities and
differences in our curricula and what this means for children’s continuity of learning. This has enabled us to
build not only our knowledge of the New Zealand Curriculum, but also much stronger relationships with
our primary school colleagues. We look forward to further exciting possibilities for ongoing learning
together in areas of joint interest.
And finally, all our Portobelo teaching team members got together
recently to learn about the update to our own early childhood
curriculum, Te Whāriki. We were pleased to find that the Principles we
hold dear have not changed, and the Learning Outcomes have become
much more ‘user-friendly’. We will be continuing this work over the
next few weeks as we look at possible adjustments to how we assess
and plan for children’s learning, in response to the updated curriculum
document.

A note from Dr Sandy, Portobelo’s
Professional Leader…
Greetings to all our Portobelo families and wider communities. Have you
been reading the recent flurry of reports in the news media about men
working in early childhood settings? This raises a smile for me, because
the topic is not really ‘news’. Way back when I completed my own first
early childhood teaching qualification, I knew both (!) of the male
teachers working in Christchurch Kindergartens, and despite recognition of the benefits of a male
perspective and presence in our centres and much hand wringing, little has changed over the past
decades.
Hardly ‘news’ then, but still ‘newsworthy’. It is indeed astonishing to think that in this age of equal
opportunity and valuing of diversity, New Zealand children still by and large experience only female
teachers in early childhood centres. And at 2%, the percentage of male early childhood teachers
nationwide is stuck at the same level it was in 1992!
However, at Portobelo, our position is that we will always employ the best person for the job
available. We think long and hard about the current needs and preferences of our children and
families, and our existing teams, when we are making an appointment. We understand just how
important a teacher is in the life of a child, a family, and a centre, and we are committed to
excellence to bring about our vision of Portobelo as ‘a place you want to play, work and be’ for
everyone in our community. So when Scott applied for a position at our Kaiapoi Preschool back in
September, he got just as hard a ‘grilling’ about what he would bring to our centre as the female
applicants, and that’s how he won the job.
Every child has the right to the best possible quality of early childhood education, and that depends
on the highest quality teachers. We value all our wonderful teachers, male and female, in all the
shades of humankind they bring to our children each day, because as our Portobelo core value reminds
us, ‘Children matter most’.

On another note . . .
Please make a note now of our Nursery and Preschool cell phone
numbers, so that you can text us to let us know if your child is
going to be absent for the day, if you want to check on how your
child’s day is going, or for any other non-urgent messages. Our
Nursery number is 0273618181 and the Preschool Number is
0274556990.
We update our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/PortobeloPreschools/ regularly with updates
on children’s learning. This is also where we post up to date information about the centre in the event of
an emergency, so ‘like’ us now!

Healthy Heart Update . . .

