Portobelo Avonhead Preschool and
Nursery June 2017 Newsletter
News from the Nursery …
Kia ora koutou. Here at Portobelo we recognise the importance of our outdoor spaces as rich learning
environments that support children’s understanding of the natural world. Cold weather doesn’t change that!
We like to continue to utilise these outdoors spaces through the winter months, providing the weather
allows us to do so. Please pack warm jackets, hats, extra clothing, and socks for your child, so they can take
part in these opportunities.

In the Nursery we have recently begun to offer special group times, tailored to
support our children who are nearly two and will soon be moving to the
Preschool to continue their learning journey. Nakita has been liaising with the
Preschool teachers as she plans and implements experiences designed to
support our children’s seamless flow from the Nursery to the Preschool. The
programme she is developing includes fine motor activities such as how to open
and close their lunch boxes, self-help skills such as how to dress themselves, and
emergent numeracy and literacy experiences.

Our new focus project in the Nursery is “I roto te kainga/in
the home”. We want to connect with whānau to learn about
children’s home interests so that we can plan experiences
that extend on these interests and share them with the
other children. It is also an opportunity to build ako, as
children learn from one another and teachers learn from
children too! Offering meaningful extensions to children’s
home interests, involving whānau in our programme
planning and exploring the Māori value mana tangata
(contribution)… these are all learning outcomes that we
would like to achieve through this focus project. Please think
about how you and your extended whānau might be able to
join in and help support our implementation of these emerging experiences.

News from the Preschool …
It’s Showtime!!! Drama and role play have been the focus in the Preschool over the past two months and
the children have very much enjoyed exploring this interest with their playmates.
Teachers have been encouraging children to act out real life scenarios, using this as a way to extend
language and grow negotiation and conflict resolution skills. The puppets and puppet theatre have been
important props to support this learning, as well as using masks. We have observed our tamariki using
these resources to deal with emotions and feelings which can often seem overwhelming, finding the words
that best label and describe the ways they feel. This is an important step in developing social competency
as children find ways to let the puppets do the talking and to get their point across! Masks add another
dimension in allowing children to engage with others using a different persona. This lets them try out new
voices, new actions and a different way of being.

Through their role play, children learn empathy for others, and can start to understand how others may
react in different situations. They acquire new vocabulary and expressions to use in the correct context.
Role play also enables them to act out fears or insecurities in a safe and non-threatening ways. Role play
allows children to learn the skills of co-operation and negotiation with others, as it requires frequent
discussion about what should happen next. Children gain huge amounts of confidence from role play; and
this builds the courage to try out new activities and the resilience to cope more easily with changes.

Have you heard our children saying karakia before kai times? It is a very special time for the
children to listen to the leader for the day, and there are always keen volunteers who offer to lead the
group with our echo chant of thanks.

The purpose of our kai time karakia is to give thanks for all those who had a role to play in preparing the
food we are about to eat. This includes thanks to our natural world which made the food grow, farmers
who process the food, right through to the person who packs the lunchbox for Preschool. It is a serious
and respectful time, and ngā tamariki treat the occasion with due respect and dignity.
Our ritual starts with the placing of the korowai/cloak around our leader’s neck and shoulders. This cloak
is worn by the rangitira (a person of authority), and is used in the saying of the karakia. In a strong clear
voice, the rangitira leads the karakia, waiting for nga tamariki to echo the words back before proceeding to
the next line:
Whakapai
Enei kai
Hei oranga
Mo matou tinana
Kia Ora

Bless this food, so our bodies will be strong, we say Thank you

Do you have a ritual way of giving thanks in your family, such as saying ‘Grace’? We would love to hear
what you do and say, so we can extend our repertoire with the children and grow their knowledge of
diverse cultures and other ways of doing things. Please do share with a teacher.

Welcome & farewell – haere mai, haere rā …
Welcome to the Nursery: Alysha, Jessica and Quinn
Welcome to the Preschool: Amiya, Veronica, Benji G, Isla and Camilla
Farewell to our Preschool graduates who are off to start their new adventures at primary
school:
Alina, Esme, Charlotte, Dominic

Special Events . . .

On the week of the 8 May as the grand conclusion to the Preschool showtime topic, we hosted two
costume parties! The children dressed up as their favourite characters and we had an amazing array of
animals, super heroes, princesses, as well as doctors and fire fighters! We love to have special days for nga
tamariki as this gives them a chance to show off personalities and share some of themselves with their
friends. The tamariki in the nursery enjoyed dressing up too.

Matariki, the Māori New Year begins on 25 June in 2017. By
now you will have received the flyer about our special
whānau event being held at Portobelo Avonhead on Monday
26 June. We will be coming together to celebrate by
preparing and sharing food, and showcasing some of the
learning activities the children have been involved with
leading up to the event. Please do plan to come, and bring as
many of your wider whānau as you can.

Our teachers’ professional
learning . . .
On the 29th May we gathered together for a professional learning session lead by our Team Leaders Amber
and Tracy, who recently attended a workshop with our local primary teacher colleagues. The focus was on
continuity for children’s learning from when they first enter an early childhood setting, right through the
various learning institutions. ‘Transition to school’ starts in the Nursery!
Alice and Leigh have been to a day-long workshop, ‘Working Together for Vulnerable Children’, presented
by Oranga Tamariki with Child Matters. If ever you have concerns about a child’s wellbeing please contact
the Canterbury Children’s team on Canterbury.childrensteam@mvcot.govt.nz (03) 963 2166 or Oranga
Tamariki on 0508 family.

A note from Dr Sandy,
Portobelo’s Professional Leader…
Recently I attended a Ministry of Education evening devoted to the updated
version of Te Whāriki, our national early childhood curriculum that Portobelo
follows. This curriculum was recognised internationally as ground-breaking
when it was released in 1996 – 20 years ago now. It’s interesting to pause and
think about the massive changes that have occurred in how we live and learn
since that time. For myself, I remember hearing about a phone that could take photos, and thinking, “It’ll
never take off!”
The information superhighway that has been built over the past couple of decades means we can now find
out almost anything with the click of a mouse. This causes us to re-evaluate our ideas about teaching and
learning; ‘filing children’s minds’ is less important than teaching key ‘habits of mind’ that ensure our
tamariki are skilled in knowing how to learn, un-learn and re-learn. In other words, teaching now needs to
focus on supporting young children’s dispositions to learn.
Our early childhood curriculum highlights 5 key learning dispositions important to strengthen in children,
so they become the best learners they can be throughout their lives. These include being curious, and
having courage to follow that curiosity; being playful – which is where divergent thinking springs from;
perseverance in the face of difficulty and uncertainty; confidence; and responsibility. These key learning
dispositions are in all our teachers’ minds as they work with our children every day. You should see them
reflected in your child’s learning journal, and they form part of our thinking when planning our
programmes for learning. We aim to start with a child’s interest – what they are curious about – and then
build from that in ways that encourage the other learning dispositions to be exercised and strengthened.
For example, earlier in this newsletter, the Preschool team identified courage and confidence as two
important aspects of the children’s learning when involved in recent role play experiences.
Our teaching teams will shortly begin the work of unpacking the updated curriculum document, and we
look forward to sharing this with you further.

News from the Directors …
We would like to thank everyone who responded to our 6 monthly whānau
survey. It is important for us to get feedback on how Portobelo is doing – what
we do well, and where we could do better. It is one of the indicators that
forms our ongoing strategic plans, as well as giving our teams and leaders
some guidance as to how they are functioning. So – for long term planning,
and short term, immediate responses, it is a great way to communicate
thoughts, ideas, questions and any problems. We don’t know what we’re not
told! We are always happy if there are lots of responses, because then we
know that we are hearing most people’s opinions, not just a few. At Head
Office, and at centre level, we analyse the replies, and respond as needed to
questions and suggestions.
Finally, thanks to all our Portobelo community for making Portobelo such a fun place to grow, learn, play, share, and
make friends together. Kia pai tō rā (Have a great day)! Ian and Lyn

On another note . . .
We like to make communicating with you as easy as possible. A reminder that both the Nursery
and Preschool have cell phone numbers that you can text messages too – for example if your child
is going to be absent for the day or if you want to check on how your child’s day is going or any
other messages you may wish to pass onto the teams. Our Nursery number is 0273618181 and the
Preschool Number is 0274556990.
Don’t forget to LIKE our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/PortobeloPreschools/ for updates on
children’s learning. This is also where we post up to date information
about the centre in the event of an emergency.

Healthy Heart Update . . .

