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This season we celebrated Healthy Heart Day by dressing in red and bringing in our wheels 

from home. We gathered up our bikes, cars, musical walkers, and ride on tractors, and took 

them all over to the preschools asphalt area. With the big gates closed, we had plenty of 

room to run around and share our wheels in the big open space. We also enjoyed standing 

at the gate watching the variety of cars and big trucks going by, and saying hello to our 

friendly neighbours passing by.    

 

As part of ouǊ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ we have been delighting in seeing how nga tamariki 

use verbal and non-verbal communication strategies to invite other children to play with 

them. Skills they have been using effectively without needing words to establish and 

maintain ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴǘƘŜǊ ǘƻȅǎΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ 

enjoying a playful joke together such as splashing one another with water. To support this 

further, we have been using the value of Manņkitanga, which includes showing an interest 

in otherΩs well-being and caring for others. In order to implement this value, we model to 

our older children how they can interact effectively with our younger babies through 

demonstrating gentle touching, quiet singing and ensuring 

that the babies have enough space to move. This has 

enabled children to confidently interact with one another 

in a positive and appropriate way as we keep growing our 

caring Nursery community.  

Another focus of ƻǳǊ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ been 

words and symbols. Books, pictures and puppets have 

been popular activities ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

understanding that ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ άǊŜŀŘέ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

that thoughts, experiences, and ideas can be represented through words, pictures, print, 

numbers, sounds, shapes, models, and photographs. 



            bŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ Χ 

Here we are at the end of summer, and autumn weather is closing in.  Already the mornings 

are becoming darker and the weather chillier.  At Portobelo we encourage fresh air and 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎ 

as bad weather, just inappropriate clothing!  At this time of year, we recommend dressing 

children in layers of clothing to combat the morning chill, but also allowing for the bright 

sunny days which often follow.  

Whņnaungatanga (Relationships) has been a focus in our preschool over February and 

March.  We have seen this strengthening of relationships in action as children manage the 

new dynamics as children move onto school, new children join us from our wider 

community, and nursery children transition to preschool. We have also welcomed Rajshree 

to our teaching team, and we have all enjoyed getting to know her as she has formed 

beautiful caring relationships with nga tamariki.  To round off this programme focus, we 

have invited a local rest home to the centre for a concert with the children.  We will begin 

practicing for this in the next few weeks, and you may hear the children talking about the 

upcoming event. Keep an eye out for updates on Facebook. 

 

Kura Club continues to offer extra motivating and exciting learning opportunities for our 

four-year-ƻƭŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  .LbDh ŀƴŘ ΨYŜƛ ŀ ǿaiΩ board games are very popular, and children 

begin to show their competitive natures when involved in structured game playing.  Check 

out the Kura Club display board to see what your children have been engaging in for the 

week.  We also offer our younger children the opportunity to try out Kura Club activities at 

other times of the day, and they are enjoying mimicking their older peers.  Spontaneous 

chances for group play happens all the time at Portobelo, and are an important time for 

children to learn from and with each other. Teachers provide experiences for all ages, and 

are thrilled with the levels of engagement Portobelo children show in extending their own 

learning, and taking responsibility for seeking knowledge and information.  



On a final note, have you checked out our latest swing?  The new tyre swing enables up to 

four children to swing at one time, and this area has become the new ΨSocial SpotΩ at 

Portobelo.  .ŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǿƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦǳƴΧ 

ü It builds social confidence, communication, and language development 

ü It offers a non-threatening place for new children to join a group and learn names 

ü It links to home and life outside preschool 

ü It entices and supports learning through participation 

ü There are no essential skills required ς ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ǘƻ sit quietly, or join in 

enthusiastically 

ü LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ Řevelop conflict resolution skillsΧ 

ü Χ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ, cooperation and turntaking, as everyone works together 

ü It allows the release of emotional and physical energy in appropriate ways 

ü Reinforces a sense of joy in participation 

Children through the years have always enjoyed swinging, whether at preschool, at the 

park, or in the backyard. The back and forth motion of the swing can be both relaxing and 

ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ falling 

stimulate the vestibular system, and make swings one of the most popular pieces of 

equipment in the playground.  You can see the fun on the faces on these children! 

 

Welcome & farewell ς haere mai, haere rņ Χ 

 
Welcome to the Nursery: Orebwa and Toby 
 
Welcome to the Preschool: Danny, Cecelia, Cooper, Ellie, Johannah, Timothy, Linden, Tina 
and Luke.  
 
Farewell to our Preschool graduates who are off to start their new adventures at primary 
school: 
Connor (Russley School) and Danica (Riccarton Primary)  




