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What’s been happing recently at Portobelo Avonhead?

Out and about in our community:
Welcome back everyone to 2019. This year we have settled back into the year by making the most of the
amazing weather and getting out and about in our community. Recently we have visited our local river the
Otākaro meaning were the children play, throughout these visits we hope to create connections to places
and people within our children’s community, as we create citizens of the world. Watch this space for more
exciting adventures in our community.

Cultural Calendar Upcoming events 2019:
Here at Portobelo we value each child’s induvial culture and identity. Each year we create a cultural
calendar to celebrate the diverse cultures that make up the Portobelo Whānau. Coming up next in
February is Chinese New Year if you or your family have anything, they feel they can add to these special
events please let one of our teachers know. Please also remember that that if you have a cultural event
that is significant to your Whānau, we would love to add this to our calendar. A full list of our upcoming
events can be found on our parent notice boards.

A big thank you
Have you noticed how wonderful our plants have been growing? This could be because of a special
donation of soil from the garden box. Thank you, Garden box, from all the staff and tamariki here at
Portobelo.

News from the Nursery …
Welcome back! I hope you all have had a great Christmas and a fun New Year.
This month here in the Nursery we have been focusing on building and developing relationships and
friendships. We believe friendships is an important element to lifelong learning, here at Portobelo we
foster and role model positive social interactions between children as they work on being friends and
making friends. We do this through offering multiple opportunities for them to form and develop
friendships: as they hold hands and sing ‘Row, Row your Boat’, offer one another ‘high fives’, and help
their peers with tasks such as putting on sun hats. Creating these positive social situations allows
friendships to form and blossom 😊.

As the sunshine has been making an appearance a lot this month, we would just like to remind all our
lovely parents to please put sun block on your child in the mornings, as we find we are heading outside
early in the mornings.
One thing we are focusing on this year is how we can be more environmentally sustainable. Last year we
noticed at the end of the day we were throwing a lot of rubbish (chip packets, glad wrap etc) away. To try
and be more environmentally sustainable we will be sending your child’s rubbish home in their lunch boxes
to encourage you to not use packaging.
Arohanui
Amber, Nakita and Emma.

News from the Preschool …
During January we like to focus on resettling current children in the preschool after their Christmas break
or summer holiday. Summer is such a busy time for families, and we appreciate that for many there are
disruptions to daily routines and aim to make that transition back preschool as smooth as possible. We also
celebrate and farewell those who are moving on to school, and welcome new children and their families
who are starting with us.
During recent weeks we have noticed ngā tamariki taking a huge interest in ‘Exploration’, both of the
outdoor and indoor environments, and this will be our upcoming focus for February. They have
experimented with a variety of water based learning experiences, initiated bug hunts, challenged
themselves physically as they climb different apparatus as we promotes safe risks and acted out a wide
range of roles including; doctors, superheroes and mums.

We would love our whānau to get involved so if you have any science experiments or movement activities
you would like to share please get in touch with one of the teaching team he tangata, he tangata, he
tangata.
Arohanui Alice, Tash, Chelsea, Angela, Rachel and Kimberley.

Contacting us…
Just a reminder of our Nursery and Preschool cell phone numbers, so that you can text us to let us know if
your child is going to be absent for the day, if you want to check on how your child’s day is going, or for any
other non-urgent messages. Our Nursery number is 0273618181 and the Preschool number is
0274556990. We also update our Facebook page regularly with photos of our children’s learning, so you
can keep other family members ‘in the loop’. This is where we post up to date information about the
centre in the event of an emergency, so ‘like’ us on FB now!

Welcomes & farewells – haere mai, haere rā …
Welcome to the Nursery: Ashlee.
Welcome to the Preschool: Jazmine and Leo.
Farewell to our Preschool Graduates: Freya, Shepherd, Lucas B, Julian, Mitchell and Riley.
You all take our best Portobelo wishes with you to school, the next exciting step in your
learning journey.

Upcoming events/parent and Whānau Notices:
➢ March 20th- Holi celebrations

The ‘Change of enrolled hours’ form is now on our website www.bestpreschools.co.nz. If
you need to change your child’s booking, you can download the form, complete it and
scan it through to Ashleigh (Centre Leader) at avonheadportobelo@xtra.co.nz. Please
remember that requests must be made at least a week in advance, so we can change our
rostered staffing to ensure we meet legal requirements.

SUMMER IS HERE! The sun is becoming much stronger and is out for longer, so it’s time for
those summer reminders.
SUNSCREEN- Portobelo provides sunscreen ready for the summer and will begin to use it from the first
week of October. As part of our policy around sun safety, we ask that children arrive at Portobelo with
sunscreen already applied. We will reapply to exposed skin at regular intervals throughout the day.
HATS- Children will need to have a suitable named sunhat with them each day. Styles that cover the face,
neck and ears are most suitable. A tie or elastic strap can help keep hats on for children who are reluctant
to wear one.
We encourage children to look after their own belongings and a hat box will be provided to take care of
the hats that don’t go home every day.

A note from Mel, Portobelo’s Professional Leader
Kia ora koutou! I’m delighted to have recently joined the wonderful team at Portobelo. I know I have
enormous shoes to fill as Sandy provided exceptional leadership to the teachers at Portobelo but I hope in
time that my experience can have a positive impact that builds on the excellent teaching and learning that
is already occurring.
Until last year I was the owner and manager of a small rural preschool and was privileged to teach
alongside my team on a daily basis giving me a valuable insight into what is important for teachers and
children. I believe teachers in early childhood have an important role in supporting children’s developing
social and emotional competence and I am excited that the entire team at Portobelo share the desire to
support children as they develop “self-control for success”.
I also have a keen interest in supporting sustainable practices, with my previous centre earning
“Green/Gold” status through the Enviroschools Programme and will look at ways to support the teaching
teams to provide environmental education opportunities for the children.
My other main area of interest is transition to school. I have recently completed my Masters in Education
at Massey University. My thesis looked at the views of teachers in both the school sector and early
childhood sector, regarding the sharing of assessment information to support children’s continuity of
learning as they transitioned to school. My research reported what we probably already know - that
teachers in early childhood have a wealth of valuable information regarding children in their care and this
information is both valued and desired by teachers in primary schools. Sharing this information is a key
component of a successful transition to school for children.
The next few months are exciting times for me and I’m looking forward to getting to know the Portobelo
community.

Mel

