Mother’s day celebration:
What a special time we shared recently with our children’s wider whānau as we celebrated Special
Person's Morning Tea. This was an opportunity to extend relationships with the important people in
children’s lives as we extended manaakitanga, enabling us to build on existing relationships between home
and Portobelo. He tangata, he tangata, he tangata – it’s all about people! The preschool children chatted
excitedly about the event as they helped prepare kai for our guests, with several baking activities in
anticipation of the event.
The Nursery also marked the day by coming together to celebrate and play together. As the saying goes,
‘You don’t stop playing because you get older, you get older because you stop playing.’ Thank you to
everyone who were able to come and share this happy time with us.

Parent evening: Thank you also to those who attended our recent evening shared with
teachers, as we all learned more about rubbish free lunch boxes and the alternatives to plastic that could
be used in tamariki lunch boxes. We all learned something new as we made beeswax wraps – another step
towards our goal of environmental responsibility as we help create a world that is clean and green.

Visitors for our children’s learning:
Recently we invited the RSPCA to Portobelo Avonhead, and they brought with them some very special
visitors. The children were enthralled as they listened about the importance of showing love, care and
respect to our furry friends, and then demonstrated this in action. This was such valuable learning for our
children, both for those who don’t have furry friends of their own at home, and for those who made
connections between home and centre and spoke up confidently telling others about their own pets.

What’s next on our Cultural Celebrations Calendar?
Our annual Matariki Whānau evening is fast approaching. Details will follow but pencil Monday 18th of June
on your calendars!

News from the Nursery …
As we welcome in the wintery season, for some of our young tamariki who are not yet a year old this will be the first
time they experience the icy blast that we call winter. What magical learning opportunities this provides as we
explore the changes of seasons through observing the leaves change colour and the white frost on the grass in the
morning! To allow us to make the most of these opportunities first hand, we do ask that whānau provide warm
clothes, jackets, hats, and shoes. At Portobelo we believe that there is no such thing as ‘bad weather’, just ‘bad
clothing’ as we value the power of play in all weather conditions.
We have been preparing our winter garden over the last few weeks as we weed out the summer plants and sow
seasonal winter flowers and vegetables, as happens in kiwi backyards all over New Zealand. Preparing our soil and
garden has linked to our current focus project ‘Well-being’. Did you know that there is now lots of research that
shows the truth in the old saying, “If you want to get rid of stress, get your hands in the earth”? Gardening also
strengthens our understanding of nature and helps us build a relationship with Papatuanuku (Mother Earth).

Another aspect of our ‘Well-being’ project has seen us explore rubbish free lunch boxes as we shared a whānau
evening around reducing rubbish and reusing plastic containers. At this parent evening we also gave the parents the
opportunity to make some beeswax wraps to replace the plastic cling-wrap in their children’s lunches. We are
striving to become more sustainable here at Portobelo and would love to hear from families about their sustainable
practices that they implement at home. Perhaps you have some ideas for us?

And of course, healthy food is at the heart of physical wellbeing. We are still munching fresh fruit and vegetables
from our ‘shared fruit bowl’, so please continue to contribute to this fruit bowl when possible, thanks.
Finally, just as the seasons change from summer to winter, so do the seasons of our personal lives. We were sad to
say goodbye to our Nursery teacher Michelle, who is starting a new chapter in her life. We warmly welcome Emma
from the Preschool to join our Nursery team. Please come and introduce yourself if you haven’t met her yet.
Arohanui
Amber, Leigh, Nakita, Emma.

News from the Preschool …
Wow what a busy fun filled time we have had since our last newsletter! It’s hard to believe we are already fast
approaching winter, bringing a whole raft of different learning opportunities and discussions to the fore. We’ve been
talking with the children about keeping our bodies warm and healthy, and also taking responsibility for all the extra
clothing items that now come to Preschool each day. We really appreciate the efforts made to ensure all clothing
such as jackets, socks, hats, gloves, gumboots etc are clearly named.

Throughout the month of April our programme focus/interest sprung from the wider world – namely the excitement
of the ‘Commonwealth Games’. This connected children as ‘citizens of the world’ as we tried out many events (or
variations of them) at Preschool. We played basketball and volleyball with balloons and created hoops to do the
rings gymnastics event. We practiced our rhythmic gymnastics, incorporating ribbons into our dance routines. We
also used tape on the floor for balance and to practice long jumping! We took turns practising our high jump outside
with a rope too. But it wasn’t just about sporting skills. Ngā tamariki also thoroughly enjoyed getting creative in the
art area with various artistic ways to make medals, provoking a lot of discussion about 1st, 2nd and 3rd and what
colour medal each receives. It was really exciting to hear ngā tamariki coming in each day telling us about the sports
they had watched and talked about at home – we hope you heard lots about what we had been getting up to at
Preschool from your child, as we all shared in learning together.

We have sadly said goodbye to our fantastic Emma as she has taken on a new challenge in her teaching journey.
Thankfully she is just over the fence with our younger children in the nursery and we know how lucky they are to
have her join their team. The exciting news for the Preschool is that we have been joined by Kimberley, who has
already started making great relationships with the children. She is very keen to get to know you all, so please help
her by introducing yourself if you haven’t already.

Alice, Tash, Angela, Peter, Patrick, and Kimberley.

Welcomes & farewells – haere mai, haere rā …
Welcome to the Nursery: Sebastion, Leon, and Alyssa
Welcome to the Preschool: Freya G, Elsie, Taha, Ariana and also our Nursery graduates
Ray and Orebwa.
Farewell to our Preschool Graduates: Bentley, Kaitlin, Elias and Cecelia. You take our best
Portobelo wishes with you to school, the next exciting step in your learning journey.

Contacting us…
Just a reminder of our Nursery and Preschool cell phone numbers, so that you can text us to let us know if
your child is going to be absent for the day, if you want to check on how your child’s day is going, or for any
other non-urgent messages. Our Nursery number is 0273618181 and the Preschool number is
0274556990.
Also, we update our Facebook page regularly with photos of our children’s learning, so you
can keep other family members ‘in the loop’. This is also where we post up to date
information about the centre in the event of an emergency, so ‘like’ us on FB now!

From the Directors
It’s that time of the year again - whānau surveys which should have
arrived in your email inbox, so please complete and return them with your
comments added.
This survey is something that we do twice a year, to check how well we are
doing in meeting your expectations for the education and care of your
child/ren. Please respond if you can, as we all look forward to the results
of these surveys – it helps us to plan for the future, to see what we are
doing well, and, importantly, how we could become even better!
One new thing that we are planning to do is to update the testimonials on our website, to keep them
current and relevant. So, if you say something cool about Portobelo, or explain what you like about us, or
mention something we do well, it may appear on our website. We want testimonials to be relevant and
real, with comments from current families, so we will update these after each survey, and maybe add extra
stuff if it comes to hand. Thanks everybody.
Lyn and Ian, Directors

Apologies from our Principal Leader Dr Sandy that there is no column from her this time.
She has injured her arm so is recuperating, and hopes to be back on deck with us very
soon.

