Parent/ Whānau collaboration: A big ‘Thank you!” to our amazing parents who have recently
come in and shared their knowledge and experience with our children through a range of different group
learning experiences. We truly value our connections between home and preschool, and research tells us
the benefits for children when home and centre connect and work together. Plus, sharing your talents and
skills means an enriched programme for our tamariki. If you have a skill or anything that you would like to
share with us, please come and have a chat with a member of our team.

Little Kickers: You will have noticed our carpark at the front of our building gets put to a very specific
use on Friday morning. This is when we welcome Coach Nathan from Little Kickers, who offers football
classes tailored specially for our 2 – 5 year old children. These are a fun sessions in a pressure-free
environment, providing a positive introduction to sport and supporting physical activity as a healthy way of
life. Other benefits include gaining body awareness and control, learning to be part of a team, taking turns
in a group, and even stimulating imagination with some of the games Coach Nathan introduces. There is a
small cost to these sessions - please let a teaching team member know if you would like your child to join.

News from the Nursery …
With just a few weeks of winter remaining, the children are enjoying the slightly warmer weather and the
longer sunlight hours. We have been able to get outside and enjoy the bikes, sandpit, kicking balls and the
slide and fort. The warmer weather has also meant that we have enjoyed a few walks out into our
neighbourhood. On our latest walk we went to the Upper Riccarton library for some reading time and to
borrow a few pukapuka (books) to bring back to the nursery. Our tamariki love our local library with its
wonderful variety of books and toys. It’s also great to interact with our local community, greeting
neighbourhood people and pets on our walk. The library staff are always so friendly when we arrive and
the tamariki love to say hello as we make our way down to the children’s areas. We usually find 8-10 books
that the children have shown an interest in during our reading time, and we choose those ones to borrow
and bring back to the nursery to enjoy and revisit our trip together.

Our group focus “Multicultural Music” has been a big hit with our tamariki! Their love and passion for
music has been evident throughout this programme, and we have seen an increase in focussed time during
our music times. More children are taking part in our spontaneous music times for longer periods of time.
They are also choosing to join in with their friends, taking their hands to dance together or copy the actions
of the other children. We are excited to see the children’s social skills developing through our programme
focus and we know this will transfer into other areas of their play.

Have you met Rachel? She is our third-year teaching student from the University of Canterbury, joining us
for her final placement of her degree course. She will be here with us for 5 weeks, and during that time she
will be planning experiences based on children’s interests and taking on some daily routines under
supervision. We welcome the chance to help support the growth of our up-and—coming early childhood
teachers, and being an Associate Teacher is great leadership experience for Nakita. Please join with us in
making Rachel feel welcome here at Portobelo.
Arohanui, Amber, Leigh, Nakita and Emma.

A note form Sandy: Thanks to Leigh for ably stepping up to Team Leader, with Amber’s absence due to her
arm injury. Amber will be back very soon, and it’s great to know we have such strength in our teaching
team that things can carry on smoothly even in the face of the unforeseeable. Well done Leigh and the
team!

News from the Preschool …
Over the last month at Avonhead Preschool we have grown our understanding of building, tools and vehicles as we
engaged in our project focus ‘Construction’. This has allowed us to use our imaginations as we make unique
structures and roleplay various types of construction-based jobs. We have taken on the role of builders, plumbers,
electricians, digger or crane drivers, just to name a few! As we build we have also had to use a range of strategies
such as trial and error or comparing objects and materials as we learn how to solve problems. A big thank you to all
our whanau who donated pipes, boxes and other construction materials for nga tamariki to use, we appreciate your
support 😊

Our new project focus for August is ‘The 5 Senses’. We will be supporting ngā tamariki knowledge and understanding
of our five senses; sight, smell, hearing, touch and taste. We are really looking forward to exploring this theme and
providing ngā tamariki with a range of learning experiences which support this. This will encourage their curiosity
and sense of wonder as we experiment with the textures of gloop, taste test foods like lemon and honey, go for a
walk to listen to the sounds of our community, create ‘smelly’ jars, and learn sign language as we learn to
communicate visually. If you have any fabulous sensory experiences you would like to share with us, please let the
teaching team know.
Arohanui, Alice, Tash, Ange and Kimberley.

Upcoming events:
➢ Preschool trip to Bunning warehouse: Monday 13th August 2018- Thank you to all our whānau
helpers who have made this trip possible, we appreciate your support to allow us to provide
this exciting and enriching experience for our tamariki. We will be leaving the preschool as soon
as possible after 9.00am so please sure you have child signed in and ready to go.
➢ Daffodil day: Friday 17th August 2018 - Please come dress in yellow ready to support an amazing
organisation in our wider community. We will be collecting a gold coin donation for anyone who
would like to contribute.
➢ Father’s Day dinner: Friday 31st of August 2018, 5.00pm till 6.pm. Please bring along some
dinner to enjoy, as we celebrate the special men in our children’s lives. All whānau welcome.

Welcomes & farewells – haere mai, haere rā …
Welcome to the Nursery: Maisie, Louie, Ariana, Noah and Elaina and your families
Welcome to the Preschool: Our Nursery graduates Alisha and Lachlan.
Farewell to our Preschool Graduate: Mila. You take our best Portobelo
wishes with you to school, the next exciting step in your learning journey.
We have also said farewell to Patrick and Peter, and we wish them all the best as they
move on with new things. A big welcome to Chelsea, our new Preschool teacher. We look forward to
getting to know you as you join the Portobelo whānau.

Contacting us…
Just a reminder of our Nursery and Preschool cell phone numbers, so that you can text us to let us know if
your child is going to be absent for the day, if you want to check on how your child’s day is going, or for any
other non-urgent messages. Our Nursery number is 0273618181 and the Preschool number
is 0274556990. We also update our Facebook page regularly with photos of our children’s
learning, so you can keep other family members ‘in the loop’. This is where we post up to
date information about the centre in the event of an emergency, so ‘like’ us on FB now! Find
us on FB = @PortobeloPreschools

From the Directors
Greetings everyone!
Fees review: Every year we reassess our fees and fee structure, and
the good news is – once again this year we will not be increasing our fees;
the only change being the re-introduction of a 7 hour session.
Although times are tight in early childhood, we are confident that the high-quality education and care we
provide, and the relationships our teachers build with families and children, are seen as worthwhile by our
families.
The biggest influence on the quality of care and education received by young children is the quality of the
teaching. We believe that the Government funded ratio of adults to children is not good enough to allow
our teachers to provide those planned experiences and opportunities ‘in the moment’ that cause learning
to occur, and to build and sustain meaningful relationships. So, while we are funded by the government for
only 1 adult per 5 children aged under 2 years, and 1 adult for every 10 children aged 2—5 years, at
Portobelo we employ enough teaching team members to ensure significantly better ratios: 1:3 for babies
aged under 12 months, 1:4 for children aged 12-24 months and 1:8 ratio for children aged 2-5 years
Thank you for entrusting your children to us at Portobelo – ‘a place you want to work, play and be’ for
everyone large or small!

Kia pai tō rā - Have a great day.

Lyn and Ian

A note from Dr Sandy, Portobelo’s Professional
Leader…
He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata
What’s the most important thing in the world?
It is people, it is people, it is people.
No man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent…
English metaphysical poet John Donne (1572-1631)

It takes a village to raise a child (African proverb)
Greetings to everyone in our Portobelo family – our children, teachers, parents, wider
whānau, neighbours, Facebook followers, schools, and friends in the local community
and beyond.
As you know, at Portobelo we have a Statement of Teaching and Learning that guides
everything we do. Last newsletter, I wrote about how we support our children to take
‘safe risks’, and why building the courage to try is a key disposition for lifelong living.
Another part of our Teaching and Learning statement is ‘He tangata, he tangata, he
tangata’, which we have borrowed from the whakatauki above. Although so much of
the world our children will grow up to live in is unknown to us, one thing we can be certain
of is that there will be other people in it! This is why our early childhood curriculum Te
Whāriki has ‘relationships’ as one of the four cornerstone principles for what teachers do.
Equally important is the principle ‘family and community’, which recognises the impact for
children’s learning and development that comes about when the important people in
their lives connect and work together. When we join together to create a village for each
child, and open that village to others, we are all stronger and our children thrive.
At Portobelo, we celebrate the rich and deep tapestry that each child and family bring
to our ‘village’. Our teachers and leaders work hard to build authentic relationships with
families, based on our common goal of wanting the very best for every child. We are so
happy to read feedback in our whānau surveys, that our families feel secure in knowing
there is someone at Portobelo they can go to about their child who cares deeply, and
that they will be heard with respect.
Thank you for trusting us to be part of your child’s village. You can’t do it alone, we can’t
do it alone, but working together, and keeping our village open for others, means we are
all working together, encouraging and supporting each other to provide the nurturing
required for our children to learn and grow in the best ways possible.
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata – it’s all about people.

