Portobelo Kaiapoi News
June – July 2017
Matariki celebrations – Our annual celebration of Matariki – the Māori New Year was an
eventful one this year, full of new learning and extensions upon current interests such as
baking/cooking and creative art. Over the last couple of weeks of June the children
were busy learning about this important celebration for Aotearoa New Zealand. We
grew our knowledge as we listened to stories, sang waiata and talked about the
traditions that come with this time of year. Alongside this the children have also been
working together using their creative skills to make decorations and art works to display
within the centres in preparation for our Matariki Whānau Celebration night; this
included stars, kites and weaving. The preschool children prepared and baked some
delicious star shaped biscuits and hot chocolate to share with their guests at the
celebration evening, and the nursery children prepared the fresh vegetables kindly
gifted by their whānau and used these to create heart-warming soup to share,
complemented with several freshly baked loaves of bread. These baking and cooking
experiences were a great opportunity for the children to continue to learn about the
science of baking/cooking and further develop social skills as they work alongside each
other with a joint purpose.

The evening of Friday 30th June finally arrived and the children were excited to extend
their manākitanga as they welcomed their guests and proudly showed off all they had
been learning over the past weeks as we gathered together. The evening was full of
waiata, music and dance, exploration of light, seed planting, the sharing of stories and
of course the sharing of kai. What a fabulous way to end of our Matariki learning and
celebrations this year.

Preschool excursion to the Canterbury Museum - The much anticipated excursion to the
Canterbury Museum was a great success and was certainly enjoyed by all. The trip was a
wonderful opportunity to extend on the children's current learning about the wider world, while
also getting out and about in our community. The bus ride to town provided an abundance of
opportunities to converse with each other about the various sights we saw. On arrival, as we
made our way through the museum, the children were captivated by the fascinating displays
and discoveries to be made. A huge thank you goes out to our fantastic parent helpers - without
their support this trip would not have been possible!

Nursery excursion to visit the local chickens – Recently the nursery children have been
showing an interest in why we keep our food scraps and where they go. To support this learning
we went on a small walk around the corner to find out. The children were delighted to see that
they went to our neighbouring chickens that live at Lizzie’s house (our regular reliever and
volunteer). In exchange for the food scraps we received a dozen recently laid eggs for use in
our baking later in the week. What a great way to be active, get out in our local community
and also research and learn about sustainable practices that we can then bring back to the
centre and share with others.

ANZAC Celebrations follow up

Last newsletter we shared with you the handprint
wreaths that the children made in acknowledgement of ANZAC day and we mentioned that
they were to be placed at the local Cenotaph as part of a combined walk on Monday 24 th
April. This walk was very successful, the children were all very proud to see their wreaths
displayed and many found the Cenotaph and the display of white crosses intriguing. Together
we explored these, discovering more about our local war heroes and ANZAC Day. What a treat
to be joined by the Vice President of the Kaiapoi RSA! He came over to see us, thanking the
children for their work and their acknowledgement and remembrance of ANZAC day. Finally,
we sat together for a picnic, sharing ANZAC biscuits baked by the Nursery children and
spending time with one another.

Mothers’ Day celebrations

Thank you to all the mothers, grandmothers and other
special people who came to our Mothers’ day morning tea celebration in May. In the week
leading up to this we had all worked together to create delicious treats with a healthy twist
to enjoy on the day, as well as working on special gifts for our Mums to show and share the
love we have for them and thank them for all they do. It was so wonderful to see everyone
come together to celebrate the special women in our lives, and to spend time together
exploring together some of the learning experiences the children have been interested in
recently. It was also a great opportunity for us to be able to share our values of manākitanga
and whanaungatanga with you all.

Me mahi tahi tātou mō te oranga o te katoa
Let’s work together for the wellbeing of us all

Our learning in the Nursery
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together ☺
What a social group of children we have at the moment! They have
been showing us how keen they are to explore and investigate
together, support each other throughout the day, welcome new
peers into the group and generally enjoy each other’s company. This
has all led to our current project, “How to make a friend and how to
be a friend”, a key element of the Portobelo teaching and learning
statement.
Within this project the teachers are using a range of strategies
including;
• helping children reflect on what’s happening within the group
and possible choices and solutions that work for everybody
• demonstrating and offering new social skills such as turn-taking
and how to share space, time and attention
• using the phrase, “We have a problem”, to support children to
notice and begin working through a process to problem-solve
their own social problems and challenges.
Through these strategies and this project our aim is for the children to:
• increase the amount of positive language children can use to
initiate and maintain interactions and relationships
• further develop skills and strategies around whanaungatanga,
such as connecting with others over commonalities
• develop greater knowledge and awareness of how to extend
manākitanga to others, welcoming and caring for them
• show greater confidence with skills and strategies around social
competency, such as having both the confidence and the
words to express when they don’t like something another friend
is doing, or to ask for a turn.
As part of the project we have increased the number of group task
experiences we offer each day to the children, such as the large floor
puzzles. We have found that such activities provide children with the
opportunity to practice their new and developing skills often – and
practice makes (close to) perfect! In the Infant room the focus has
been on children welcoming and farewelling each other. This has
involved skills such as waving and saying bye, as well as strategies
including offering items of interest and making room at an activity.

Remember we are always available to chat about your child’s learning. If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky
for you, we are happy to work out a time that suits. How else could we better highlight learning for you? Let
us know if you have any ideas. - The Nursery Team ☺

Our learning in the Preschool
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entranceway
to see photos and information highlighting our learning together☺
Building relationships and learning how to be a good friend has
been a core aspect of the programme recently. Our current group
of children have been exploring different types of interactions
alongside their peers and through these interactions they are
developing social competency. The teaching team have
responded by engaging children in conversations about being kind
to each other, listening to each other and using gentle hands
during play. You may have noticed our wall display where each
day, two children are acknowledged for doing fantastic things at
preschool and this is acknowledged during our morning korero time.
There appears to be a growing interest amongst the children to
explore physical challenges in the outdoor environment. In
particular, children seem to be really enjoying climbing and
jumping challenges. The soft fall zone that has been installed
around the tree in our playground has provided a great opportunity
for children to practice their climbing skills. Our large green box has
also been set up in the area to extend on children's jumping skills providing a challenge that requires plenty of courage to take on!
Teachers and children have been engaging in lots of discussion
about safety concepts as children build an awareness of the space
around them. It is great to see the children seeking challenges that
will help them develop gross-motor control.
Dramatic role-play and especially family role-play has been very
popular lately and our baby doll collection has been in hot
demand as the children aspire to take on nurturing and caregiving
roles. By engaging in role-play the children are able to express their
feelings and relate to their own experiences and ideas. Through
interactions with other children they are encouraged to engage in
conversation, negotiation, compromising, sharing, turn-taking,
listening, following and giving instructions.
Another interest the teachers have noticed is in how objects can be
made to move. This has inspired a variety of ramps and pipes to be
set up in the learning environment for cars, marbles, water and
other such items to be sent down them at speed. This has
encouraged lots of learning about areas of physics such as force,
momentum and gravity, also reinforcing vital social skills as children
learn about co-operation.
It is great to see our children showing a deep sense of belonging
here and following their passions and interests daily at preschool.
Remember we are always available to chat about your child’s
learning. If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to
work out a time that suits. How else could we better highlight learning
for you? Let us know if you have any ideas. - The Preschool Team ☺

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS
At the Nursery we welcome Grace, Ātaahua,
Zoe M and their families.
At the Preschool we welcome Dylan and his
family as well as Yanni and his family who has
transitioned over from the Nursery.

With the cooler weather beginning to arrive
now is a good time to please ensure your
child has a warm jacket, hat, and shoes
suitable for outdoors at Portobelo every day
(gumboots are a great idea)☺.
Layers work well at this time of year as we
can remove them as it warms up and add
them on again later as it cools down again.

Farewell and best of luck on your ongoing
learning journey to Brayden and Charlie F who
are turning 5 soon and moving off to school.

Please name all of your child’s clothing and
footwear.

Big congratulations to ….
Angela, Ashley and Benjamin on the arrival of
Zoe Marie

Upcoming public holidays

Gemma, Jayden and Jordyn on the arrival of
Willow

Monday 23rd October – closed

Cassie, Sebastian and Oliver on the arrival of
Samuel

Friday 17th November – closed

Labour Day
Show Day
All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays

Nursery Driveway Use & Safety Reminder
Please be mindful of all adults and children who walk up and down the driveway.
• Please drive slowly
• Turn in the bay provided and drive out forwards – no reversing please
• Please be courteous, patient, and respectful of this shared space
• Adults and children walking have right of way
•
Please park on the road and walk up the drive if you are able, leaving the driveway use for those with • very young babies
• mothers in the later stages of pregnancy
• people with injuries or disabilities
• people dropping off or picking up car seats

Thank you for helping to keep the driveway safe for all to use

☺

Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō
Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future

Nursery team – Jo S, Stacey, Michelle, Nikki, Martine, Anna, Sharon, Kerry, and Rebecca.
Preschool Team – Jo S, Jo H, Leslie, Rebecca, Rachel and Scott.

A NOTE FROM DR SANDY, PORTOBELO’S PROFESSIONAL LEADER…
Recently I attended a Ministry of Education evening devoted to the updated
version of Te Whāriki, our national early childhood curriculum that
Portobelo follows. This curriculum was recognised internationally as groundbreaking when it was released in 1996 – 20 years ago now. It’s interesting to
pause and think about the massive changes that have occurred in how we
live and learn since that time. For myself, I remember hearing about a
phone that could take photos, and thinking, “It’ll never take off!”
The information superhighway that has been built over the past couple of decades means we can now
find out almost anything with the click of a mouse. This causes us to re-evaluate our ideas about teaching
and learning; ‘filling children’s minds’ is less important than teaching key ‘habits of mind’ that ensure our
tamariki are skilled in knowing how to learn, un-learn and re-learn. In other words, teaching now needs
to focus on supporting young children’s dispositions to learn.
Our early childhood curriculum highlights 5 key learning dispositions important to strengthen in children,
so they become the best learners they can be throughout their lives. These include being curious, and
having courage to follow that curiosity; being playful – which is where divergent thinking springs from;
perseverance in the face of difficulty and uncertainty; having confidence; and taking responsibility. These
key learning dispositions are in all our teachers’ minds as they work with our children every day. You
should see them reflected in your child’s learning journal, and they form part of our thinking when
planning our programmes for learning. We aim to start with a child’s interest – what they are curious
about – and then build from that in ways that encourage the other learning dispositions to be exercised
and strengthened. You can see examples of this in the way our teaching teams have highlighted
children’s current interests in this newsletter.
Our teaching teams will shortly begin the work of unpacking the updated curriculum document, and we
look forward to sharing this with you further.

NEWS FROM THE DIRECTORS …
We would like to thank everyone who responded to our 6 monthly whānau survey. It is important for us to get
feedback on how Portobelo is doing – what we do well, and where we could
do better. It is one of the indicators that forms our ongoing strategic plans, as
well as giving our teams and leaders some guidance as to how they are
functioning. So – for long term planning, and short term, immediate
responses, it is a great way to communicate thoughts, ideas, questions and
any problems. We don’t know what we’re not told! We are always happy if
there are lots of responses, because then we know that we are hearing most
people’s opinions, not just a few. At Head Office, and at centre level, we
analyse the replies, and respond as needed to questions and suggestions.
Finally, thanks to all our Portobelo community for making Portobelo such a
fun place to grow, learn, play, share, and make friends together.
Kia pai tō rā - Have a great day! Ian and Lyn

