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Grandparents and Special People Day Celebration
Thank you to all the grandparents, great grandparents and other special people who
came to our morning tea celebration in July. In the days leading up to this we all worked
together to create yummy kai and special gifts for our visitors as a gesture of manākitanga,
to show what they mean to us and thank them for all they do and are in our lives. We had
an amazing turnout and spent the morning together exploring and sharing some of the
learning experiences we have all been interested in recently.

Upcoming Centre Celebrations Healthy Heart information evening - Wednesday 16th August
We are hosting an information sharing evening alongside the team at the Heart
Foundation who have been supporting the teams at both the Nursery and the Preschool
with achieving and maintaining our Healthy Heart Awards. The focus of this evening is to
share the latest information and ideas for what to include in lunch boxes to provide the
best support for our tamariki (children) to be active and able learners. Please see our
invitation at the end of this newsletter for more info. 

Language week – week of 14th August
If you have any resources or skills which may help us strengthen our knowledge this week
(or anytime) we would love to hear from you! 

Fathers/Grandfathers and Special People Morning Tea – Friday 1st September.

This is an opportunity to have some fun exploring alongside your child and make
connections with, and get to know some of our other Portobelo whānau, while
strengthening the whanaungatanga (relationships) we share as a community.
Set the
date aside now so you and family can join us. 

Me mahi tahi tātou mō te oranga o te katoa
Let’s work together for the wellbeing of us all

Our learning in the Nursery
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together 

Our group project, “How to make a friend and how to be
a friend”, has continued over the past month and just
recently been concluded. We were very lucky to be
able to use the skills learnt within this project to welcome
the residents from the local Annaliese Rest Home one
morning and our own visitors on the recent
‘Grandparents and Special Visitors’ Day’. It has been
fabulous to see the growth in the children’s learning and
understanding of sharing space and resources as they
work side by side at activities and together on common
tasks. This has been especially evident in the sandpit and
at the various sensory and messy play experiences
provided. Have you noticed your child using new social
language or skills at home? We would love to hear about
this as part of our project evaluation.
The current interest that has emerged from the children is
all about climbing, running and other physical
movement. This has inspired our new group project
“Challenging our bodies to take physical risks”. Have you
noticed the changes we’ve made to our indoor
environments that we created to support this project?
We look forward to exploring a wide range of ways to
challenge our bodies to take (safe) risks. The environment
provided by the teachers will be a big part of growing
and extending this learning. Hopefully we will be able to
get out into the local community to transfer our learning
to different environments also; such as the new and
improved Baker Park down Otaki Street [when it is
completed].

Remember we are always available to chat about your child’s learning.
If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to work out a
time that suits. How else could we better highlight learning for you? Let
us know if you have any ideas. - The Nursery Team 

Our learning in the Preschool
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entranceway
to see photos and information highlighting our learning together

Colder weather has seen the Preschool children spending
a little more time inside recently, however, their ongoing
interest surrounding risk taking in the outdoor environment
has continued over the last month and the teaching team
have responded to this by changing the playground
layout, building challenge courses and setting up new rope
swings. It is fantastic to see children practicing their gross
motor skills and building confidence, which in turn
strengthens their sense of mastery and self-esteem.
Carpentry has grown in popularity and has been an area
where creative juices can flow as children plan, design and
construct. This emerging interest has inspired the team to
set up an area designed for 'all things carpentry' in our
outdoor space. By experimenting with tools and resources
the children are able to make discoveries about successful
and unsuccessful outcomes. Children gain a sense of
achievement persisting with difficult tasks.
Many
conversations have been held around how we use
carpentry tools safely and the children have been
encouraged to think about their own and others’ safety.

An interest in transportation has influenced an abundance
of track building and passionate drivers at Preschool with
cars in hot demand daily. Many conversations have been
had regarding traffic safety and licensing requirements,
and children have been encouraged to drive safely and
respect the road rules. By relating their experiences to the
real world, children develop a sense of responsibility.
Through their explorations with this interest they have been
learning vital social skills as they share, take turns,
negotiate, listen, compromise and co-operate.
Remember we are always available to chat about your child’s
learning. If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to
work out a time that suits. How else could we better highlight learning
for you? Let us know if you have any ideas. - The Preschool Team 

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS
At the Nursery we welcome Esmēe, Layken,
Leo and their families.
At the Preschool we welcome Ella-Rose and
her family as well as Duncan, Sophie, Levi
and their families who have transitioned
over from the Nursery.
Farewell and best of luck on your ongoing
learning journey to Ollie and Jaxson T who
have turned 5 and are moving off to
school.
Big congratulations to ….
Kirsty, Hayden and Archie on the arrival of
Oscar

Please make sure learning journals come
back within a day or two of going home.
We use these daily to revisit learning
experiences with your child and for our
ongoing planning and assessment.
We send all Learning Journals back
home at the end of each month.
Let us know if you would like them home
earlier. 

Upcoming public holidays

Labour Day

Monday 23rd October – closed

Show Day
Friday 17th November – closed
All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays

A quick reminder to our families to bring any forms requiring completion (such as
WINZ verification forms, 4yr B4 school check) and booking requests at least one
week earlier then required, so we can plan to complete these before they are
needed. Some of these require consultation with our Head Office leadership
team or our teaching teams and need to be taken to our planning meetings

We often have families support us with items to add to and extend our
programme, or with their time and ideas. We really appreciate your interest and
efforts in supporting all children’s learning and fun at Portobelo
Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō
Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future

Nursery team – Jo S, Stacey, Michelle, Nikki, Martine, Anna, Sharon, Kerry, and Rebecca.
Preschool Team – Jo S, Jo H, Leslie, Rebecca, Rachel and Scott.

A NOTE FROM DR SANDY, PORTOBELO’S PROFESSIONAL
LEADER…
Greetings to all our Portobelo families and wider communities. Have you been
reading the recent flurry of reports in the news media about men working in early
childhood settings? This raises a smile for me, because the topic is not really
‘news’. Way back when I completed my own first early childhood teaching
qualification, I knew both (!) male teachers working in Christchurch Kindergartens,
and despite recognition of the benefits of a male perspective and presence in our
centres and much hand wringing, little has changed over the past decades.
Hardly ‘news’ then, but still ‘newsworthy’. It is indeed astonishing to think that in
this age of equal opportunity and valuing of diversity, New Zealand children still by and large experience only female
teachers in early childhood centres. And at 2%, the percentage of male early childhood teachers nationwide is stuck
at the same level it was in 1992!
However, at Portobelo, our position is that we will always employ the best person for the job available. We think
long and hard about the current needs and preferences of our children and families, and our existing teams, when
we are making an appointment. We understand just how important a teacher is in the life of a child, a family, and a
centre, and we are committed to excellence to bring about our vision of Portobelo as ‘a place you want to play,
work and be’ for everyone in our community. So when Scott applied for a position at our Kaiapoi Preschool back in
September, he got just as hard a ‘grilling’ about what he would bring to our centre as the female applicants, and
that’s how he won the job.
Every child has the right to the best possible quality of early childhood education, and that depends on the highest
quality teachers. We value all our wonderful teachers, male and female, in all the shades of humankind they bring
to our children each day, because as our Portobelo core value reminds us, ‘Children matter most’.

On another note . . .
Please make a note of our Nursery and Preschool cell phone numbers, so that you can text us to let us
know if your child is going to be absent for the day, if you want to check on how your child’s day is going,
or for any other non-urgent messages. Our Nursery number is 0273439943 and the Preschool Number is
0275422272.
We update our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/PortobeloPreschools/ regularly with updates
on children’s learning. This is also where we post up to date information about the centre in the event of
an emergency, so ‘like’ us now!

Healthy Heart Information
Evening for our
Nursery and Preschool families
Wednesday 16th August 5-6pm
At the Nursery Cafe (Otaki Street entrance)

The focus of this evening is to share the latest information
and ideas for what to include in lunch boxes to provide
the best support for our tamariki (children) to be active
and able learners.







Nutrition Guidelines
Ideas for lunches
Tips for coping with Fussy Eaters
Food Marketing & Packaging- rubbish free
Snacks-in-Packs display and sugar content
Open Discussion

Adults Only Please
If you are unable to attend but wish to receive the information please let us know.
There will be some yummy nibbles for you to enjoy.

Please RSVP by Monday 14th so we can plan for seating/kai

