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YAY - more walks to explore our local community and more
people from our local community coming to visit us.

We have continued to share time with the residents from our local Annaliese Rest Home.
We braved the rainy weather on a recent visit to them. Once we had taken all of our wet
weather gear off, the children really enjoyed joining in with the resident’s exercise class and
then we all took some time to get to know each other better over morning tea.
Our Annaliese visitors came along to our recent special visitors’ day and, along with
children and teachers from the nursery, participated in a joint yoga session run by Jennifer.
We then enjoyed eating a yummy morning tea made by the children as part of our special
baking day.

Family and friends make our excursions and special events
possible, and we would like to extend a big thank you to
everyone who enables us to get out and about in our local
community. We couldn’t do it without your help 
If you or your extended family have some free time to pop in and share part of our day with
us, we would love to chat with you.

ANZAC Celebrations
As part of acknowledging ANZAC day and the place it holds in our history and hearts we
spent time together at both the Nursery and Preschool to create a wreath made up of the
handprints of all children who attend Portobelo.
We plan to go on a combined walk on Monday 24th April to our local Cenotaph to place
these wreaths together.

Creating our handprints for our ANZAC wreath

Planning for your child’s learning
We really enjoyed reading all our whānau comments in the recent round of
goal setting for each child’s learning. Understanding your hopes and wishes for
your child, alongside our daily chats and the ongoing additions and
contributions to your child’s learning journals, helps us work together to plan
and provide rich learning experiences based on meaningful individual learning goals for
your child, during their time with us at Portobelo.
Please try to send learning journals back within a day or two of going home as we use them
every day with the children to revisit their learning and for our ongoing planning and
assessment.

Me mahi tahi tātou mō te oranga o te katoa
Let’s work together for the wellbeing of us all

Our learning in the Nursery
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together 
The onset of the cooler Autumn weather hasn’t put a dampener on
our enthusiasm for the outdoors, instead it has added a new form of
exploration...mud! The children have loved getting messy, mucky
and of course muddy together as they dig, transport and feel the
mud. It has led to many connections being made between the
centre and their wider world as children converse about helping in
the garden, splashing in mud puddles at the park and much more.
Other sensory exploration experiences continue to be a hit with the
children also, the messier the better. It has been great to hear all the
new descriptive language the children are now using, alongside the
early maths and science concepts they are exploring as they
manipulate the substances. This includes counting, understanding
changes of state (solid and liquid), and full and empty.
The other exciting news around the Nursery has been all the building
work and the changes this has created. We wish to thank everyone
for being so accommodating during these times. One of the big
changes for the children has been our new café. Its new location
has meant it is much easier for us to provide baking and cooking
learning experiences, which are now a huge interest. As the children
grow in confidence and skills we are seeing them begin to take the
lead during these times, requesting favourite recipes and older
children guiding the younger children with techniques. We look
forward to continuing to grow this part of our programme.
In the Infant room active movement and physical play continues to
be a big interest. We have been extending upon this through the
introduction of props such as the tunnel and balls into the room. The
children have had a lot of fun challenging themselves physically by
crawling through the tunnel while chasing the balls and each other.
There has also been some great turn-taking and space sharing,
accompanied by laughter as the children have enjoyed exploring
the social nature of the experiences too.

Remember we are always available to chat about your child’s
learning. If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy
to work out a time that suits. How else could we better highlight
learning for you? Let us know if you have any ideas. - The Nursery
Team 

Our learning in the Preschool
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entranceway
to see photos and information highlighting our learning together
Well, it seems that we blinked and all of a sudden autumn was in
full swing! The wet weather recently has inspired a great deal of
puddle splashing and gumboots seem to be growing in
popularity every week. Catching drips of water on the
playground and observing leaves and other such items in the
water has promoted an abundance of learning opportunities as
children experiment in their natural world, learning scientific
knowledge and concepts, strengthening physical skills and
enhancing language development.
An onset of dinosaur roars has rippled throughout the preschool
environment recently alongside an eruption of volcanic activity
as the children have been exploring emergent interests in these
areas. The teaching team have responded to this by purchasing
new dinosaur resources to support thinking and encourage
different types of dramatic role-play. The children have helped
create paper maché volcanoes, dinosaur landscape boards,
and erupting 'sandcanoes' in the sandpit. 'You Tube' has proven
to be a wonderful research tool to extend children’s thinking,
allowing us to learn more about volcanic processes. It will be
fascinating to see where this interest leads us so watch this
space!

The introduction of sparkly fabric and some new tunes at
preschool seems to have inspired an interest in music and
movement amongst the children. The desire to groove and
boogie has lead to many a dance session in both the indoor and
outdoor environment, with a range of musical genres been
explored over and over again. To extend on this, the teaching
team have refreshed the music and movement space inside so
children freely able to explore the range of musical instruments
on offer. A huge mirror has also been installed in this area which
provides children with an extra level of awareness as they
explore how their bodies can move.
All and all, every day has been filled with intrigue and discovery
at the preschool, inspiring us all just as our Portobelo value says –
“We are all lifelong learners!”
Remember we are always available to chat about your child’s
learning. If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy to
work out a time that suits. How else could we better highlight learning
for you? Let us know if you have any ideas. - The Preschool Team 

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS
At the Nursery we welcome AJ, Toby,
Emmett and their families.
At the Preschool we welcome Ross, Ollie
and their families as well as Karna, Charlie S,
Oliver and their families who have
transitioned over from the Nursery.
Farewell and best of luck on your ongoing
learning journey to Tilly. Farewell to Tyler S
who is turning 5 soon and moving off to
school.
We have 2 students joining us in May in the
nursery
Ann-Marie from NZTC for 4 weeks, and
Jamie from Kaiapoi High Gateway
programme
Big congratulations to ….
Rebecca, John and Jaxson on the arrival of Indy
&
Brian, Becky and Paige on the arrival of Indie
&
Jody, Myles and Riley on the arrival of Dakota

Upcoming public holidays

Queens Birthday weekend
Monday 5th June – closed

All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays

With the cooler weather beginning to arrive
now is a good time to please ensure your
child has a warm jacket, hat, and shoes
suitable for outdoors at Portobelo every day
(gumboots are a great idea).
Layers work well at this time of year as we
can remove them as it warms up and add
them on again later as it cools down again.
Please name all of your child’s clothing and
footwear.

Food Reheating:

Reminder - We
are able to reheat food in the
microwave for children at lunchtime.
However, as we have minimal
preparation time before kai time,
please ensure all food to be reheated is
sent in a microwaveable container with
your child’s name written clearly on
both the lid and bottom. When you
are
choosing
containers
please
consider that your child needs to be
able to manage to eat out of it
successfully, especially once they are
able to eat independently.
Please hand all food to be heated to a
teacher. Food found in lunchboxes or
the fridge container will be offered
cold as usual.

Spoons: If your child’s food requires a
spoon, please
lunchbox.
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Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō
Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future

Nursery team – Jo S, Stacey, Michelle, Nikki, Martine, Sharon, Kerry, and Rebecca.
Preschool Team – Jo S, Jo H, Leslie, Rebecca, Rachel, Scott and Erica.

their

A NOTE FROM DR SANDY, PORTOBELO’S PROFESSIONAL LEADER…
I have been reading with interest recently, ERO’s latest research report about the importance of oral
language learning. Of particular interest to me was the reminder in this report of
the link between learning to speak and listen competently and confidently, and
learning to read and write. How do children move from one to the other? Through
play. But not just any play, but play of a particular type.
To briefly summarise the development of play, when babies are born, one of the
first things they learn is to tune in to the people around them – how to capture
their attention and engage with them. Soon, they become playful with how they
use their bodies. Do you remember that magical moment when your child first
discovered they could control their hands? A whole new world opens up for babies
to playfully explore. With increasing physical strength and coordination, infants
learn to manipulate objects, increasingly enjoying doing this in social situations alongside and with others (as
our Nursery team shared earlier in this newsletter). While at first this play is non-verbal, talking soon
become an increasingly important part of the play recipe, and social play with others starts to include that
magic ingredient – imagination. From a brain development perspective, this is the pivotal time for future
reading, writing and maths learning. This is because literacy and numeracy are all abstract and symbolic
forms of learning, where signs and symbols are being made to stand for something else. Until a child is able
to pick up a block and pretend it is a telephone (‘symbolic’ play), they won’t be able to look at a page of
writing and realise that the squiggles on it actually stand for sounds and words that have meanings, or
understand the significance of saying ‘five’ when looking at a certain number of objects.
Rich symbolic and pretend play with others builds your child’s ability to think about things that aren’t
actually present – there is no ‘phone’, only a block, and there is no-one talking on the ‘line’. Practice and skill
in this type of play is essential to children’s ability to be able to decode and make sense of the symbols in
reading, writing and maths.
So the next time your child invites you to be the baby dinosaur eating its dinner, rest assured there is no
more fun way support their literacy and numeracy!

NEWS FROM LYN, SERVICE PROVIDER…
BUILDING CHANGES - My big interest recently has been project managing the alterations in our nursery at
Otaki Street. It has gone amazingly well – thanks everyone for your interest and
patience while this has progressed. Our local builder, Steve Ryder and his team were
great – thanks guys!
FLU VACCINATIONS - With my nursing and midwifery background I read with interest
an article in a local paper recently about influenza vaccinations.
For those who missed it, here is a quick summary:
Kaiapoi Medical Centre, Kaiapoi Family Doctors and Kaye Buchan Medical Centre are
offering FREE flu vaccine for all children up to 18 years old, who are enrolled at any of
these practices. The CDBH funded free vaccinations after the earthquakes, but stopped
doing this in 2014. Our local GPs are wanting to prevent the spread of the flu through
our community, so are offering this free service to our children.
I never used to get the flu vaccine, but I do now, since my sister contracted the flu in 2015, was in ICU for 8
weeks and is now permanently disabled from influenza complications.
SURVEY TIME - It’s that time of the year again - watch out for our whānau surveys arriving in your email
inbox within the next few weeks. This is something that we do twice a year, to check how well we are doing
in meeting your expectations for the education and care of your child/ren. Please respond if you can, as we
all look forward to the results of these surveys – it helps us to plan for the future, see what we are doing
well, and, importantly, how we could become even better! This time we will be asking some specific
questions about your views and use of the Government’s ’20 hours free’ for three and four year old children,
and how we can help you maximize your use of this.
HEAD OFFICE - Something else coming up fast for Jo Mangin, our Finance Manager and friendly face at Head
Office, is an overseas adventure for her and her family. She will be away from Portobelo for the whole
month of June, and we are all excited for her. We have plans in place, but please bear with us if we are not
quite our normal efficient selves when it comes to administrative matters during this period.

How to contact us at
Portobelo Kaiapoi
Cell phones
We have cell phones for both our Nursery and Preschool families to contact us on. You can
use these numbers to text through messages, child absences etc, and the team may use it
to text you from time to time with non-urgent messages specific to your child eg how they
are settling, more nappies needed, or reminders of events such as dress-up days, parent
evenings etc.
The numbers to use are

Nursery 0273439943

Preschool 0275422272

We treat text messages as non-urgent, so it wouldn’t be unusual for us not to acknowledge
your text or respond to it for a few hours.

As the cell phones may not always be with someone, the centre
landlines are still the quickest and most reliable way to contact us
Landline phones
Our numbers are:

Nursery 3279113

Preschool 3279114

If you are not able to get through on the Preschool line, please ring the Nursery. It is much
more difficult for the preschool team to answer the phone at certain times of the day and
we are always happy to pass messages onto the other team for families 

Email

for both centres is: kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz

Booking Changes
Please speak to or ring Jo S (Centre Leader) on the Nursery phone 3279113

Account queries
For any account queries please call or email our Finance Manager Jo Mangin at
our head office in Avonhead, ph3439952 (9.30-2.30 everyday) or email her at
portobeloaccounts@xtra.co.nz

Closing the centre in an emergency

Outside of centre opening hours. for up to date information about possible closures (eg
earthquakes, large aftershocks, extreme weather) please check our Facebook page Portobelo Preschools and Nurseries - and look for the notices specific to your own
child’s centre. We do try to update messages on our centre answerphones, but we find
that Facebook allows us to pass on messages and information to everyone much more
quickly and effectively. Our centre mobile phones are not taken home at night so are not a
reliable way to seek information out of hours.

