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Welcome back !! We have been very busy already this year
engaging with our local community
Yoga - We have been lucky to have Jennifer, a Yoga instructor,
come and teach us some poses and relaxation exercises. She
has been visiting us on Wednesday mornings at the Preschool.
We have all enjoyed taking part in Jennifer’s sessions, learning
more about our bodies and minds as we have built on the skills
we were already exploring together at both the Nursery and
Preschool. We have loved having someone different from our
local community visit us and teach us how Yoga can help keep
us healthy, fit, calm and flexible!
Waitangi celebrations - As part of our Waitangi celebrations we explored the
value of manākitanga together - supporting one another through sharing with
the community and making others feel welcome.
The Preschool children made some healthy chips using wraps and dip baked in
the oven until crispy, and offered these to parents and whānau as they arrived
at pick-up time at the end of the day. This was a great way to learn about
using food as a way to share with and welcome those who are important to us.
We also had residents from our local Annaliese Resthome come and visit us. Our visitors arrived
in their van and joined us for morning mat time, kai, and a walk around with the children to
watch and join in with their play. Some of the Nursery children also came over to share this
special time. Both our Nursery and Preschool children worked together to prepare baking for
our senior friends and were very respectful and helpful during their visit with us.
What an
awesome way to explore sharing and caring within our local community! Ka mau te wehi!

Local Courses for Ongoing Learning – Michelle, Nikki D and Anna will be attending local First Aid
courses to update their First Aid certificates soon. Choosing to attend local courses is yet
another way we are able to make connections with our local community .

Chinese New Year Celebrations – 2017, the year of the Rooster
We recently explored the traditions and festivities of Chinese New Year.
Everyone had the opportunity to take part in various activities involving art,
craft, music and cooking. This included making banners, lanterns, lucky red
envelopes and fans, making and eating rice, seaweed and dumplings. We
also held tea ceremonies, learned Chinese words, played the drums and tried
using items that Chinese people use in their daily life, such as chopsticks.
These experiences allowed us to explore and make connections with
children’s practices and traditions in their own homes.
Also, in recognition and celebration of the Chinese lucky colour red, we had
a RED dress up day on Thursday. This included the Nursery holding a parade
by walking through to the Preschool with the amazing dragon they had
created together. We all had a great week learning about people in our
community and how they celebrate special occasions within their culture.
Happy Chinese New Year!

Sustainable practice
Exploring Water – Lesley Ottey, the Enviro-Educator with the Waimakariri
District Council entertained and engaged us in a fun environmental lesson
about the cycle of water; where it comes from and where it goes. She
used recycled materials for props, and got the children thinking about
where our water comes from and what would happen if we didn’t have
any. This was another opportunity to extend on our knowledge of being
kaitiaki or guardians of our environment and the ways we can all have a
positive impact on our precious natural resources in New Zealand.
Lesley also left us with some wonderful fabric samples, which Rachel has used to line the inside
of our small Preschool playhouse, creating a texture wall, we hope to use some to also make a
textured blanket for our infants to explore at the Nursery.

Rubbish free lunchboxes
Check out a couple of recent
examples of rubbish free lunchboxes
from our families at Portobelo 

Planning Together for Your Child’s Learning
Your child’s learning journal will be sent home in early March as we undertake their
focused individual assessment. Completing the Family Feedback page or having a
chat with us, are both ways to contribute your thoughts, ideas and hopes for your
child’s learning in their time at Portobelo. We use this information to set learning
goals together, and decide how to provide experiences that build on their interests
and developing skills. Your ongoing contributions in your child’s Learning Journal and the
conversations we have daily help strengthen the links for learning between home and
Portobelo for your child.
Please try to send learning journals back within a day or two of going home as we use them every
day with the children to revisit their learning and for our ongoing planning and assessment.

Our learning in the Nursery
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entrance way to
see photos and information highlighting our learning together 
The beginning of 2017 at the Nursery has been all about
sharing and celebrating what we’ve been doing, what new
interests we have and what new skills we have learnt, with
others.
Many of the younger children developed new physical skills
over the Christmas and New Year period. In response, we have
changed the equipment in the rooms and outside to support
and extend upon the increased competence in climbing and
walking. It has also been great to see the pride which the
children display as they show off these new skills to their peers
and teachers.
The children have been telling a lot of stories of time spent at
the beach, at the park, in the water, on bikes and many other
outdoor experiences. The teachers have found various ways to
extend upon these experiences through the set-ups and
opportunities provided to the children, and it has been great
to hear and see the children sharing their knowledge with
others at these experiences/times.
We have also been very pleased to have many new tamariki
join us already this year; we have been busily extending our
manākitanga to welcome them. It has been great to see the
‘old-timers’ inviting new children into their play, offering warm
greetings and showing care and concern if they seem unsure
during the day as they settle in and learn about their new
surroundings. We look forward to see these relationships
blossoming into firm friendships in the coming weeks .
We have concluded our project, “Exploring and celebrating
the Christmas season”, and the teachers are currently
observing to see what project opportunities arise next. Keep an
eye on the project board over the coming weeks to see what
emerges.

Remember we are always available to chat about your child’s
learning. If drop-off or pick-up times are tricky for you, we are happy
to work out a time that suits. How else could we better highlight
learning for you? Let us know if you have any ideas. - The Nursery
Team 

Our learning in the Preschool
Remember to keep an eye on the white board in the entranceway
to see photos and information highlighting our learning together
January was a busy month in the preschool! With children returning
from their summer holidays and sharing their stories with us, we
decided to have a few weeks of ‘summer fun’ together, extending
their interests and experiences with summer activities and allowing
them to share these with each other also.
The programme began with the children learning about being sun
smart, and taking some responsibility for remembering to ‘slip, slop
and slap’. Rachel made a sun out of paper mache, which
prompted the children’s imaginations and creativity as they
accepted the challenge of making their own hats for protection.
What a great way to practice fine motor skills such as cutting, and
maths concepts such as symmetry. The interest then moved to
camping, so we set up tents and had a picnic lunch in our
‘camping ground’. This sparked lots of conversation about the
children’s own camping experiences, also building children’s
confidence and competence in expressing their ideas to others
about things from the past.
The programme continued with fishing day, with many magnetic
fish being caught while practising our hand-eye co-ordination.
Water day was a wonderful success, as the children played on a
water slide, ran through a sprinkler and painted with water balloons
on one of the hottest days we have had. Some very creative and
colourful kites were also made during the week, and we ended with
a Teddy Bear’s Picnic with yummy fruit kebabs that we shared with
our teddy bears, in line with our healthy eating policy.
There has been a lot of excitement about the caterpillars at
preschool as we have watched them grow bigger while eating the
leaves of our swan plants, and then forming their cocoons. We are
watching carefully to see how long they will stay in their cocoons
before they emerge as beautiful monarch butterflies. We have
found several books to illustrate the life cycle, and the children
have enjoyed witnessing each stage described in books occurring
in real life. What a wonderful way to learn about some of nature’s
magic first-hand while developing research and discovery skills too.
Scott and the children developed a project to create a water wall
together. The process required them to discuss and decide what
outcome they wanted, plan what components could be used to
achieve this, design and cut the various pieces, assemble it, and
test it out. They are now using it to explore the properties of water
and how it moves through objects. Check out the results on our
back fence.
Carpentry skills have also been to the fore with our next bottle art
project, now nearly completed. The children have had turns helping
Scott with his drill, taking a lot of pride in the resulting work. Do stop
and take a look. 
Remember we are always available to chat about your child’s learning. If drop-off or pick-up times
are tricky for you, we are happy to work out a time that suits. How else could we better highlight
learning for you? Let us know if you have any ideas. - The Preschool Team 

Upcoming public holidays

Easter

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS
At the Nursery we welcome Ewan,
Kayden H, Jed M, Archie, Jayden, Jake,
Stella, Tyson, Duncan and their families.
At the Preschool we welcome Liza-Marie,
Alyssa and their families as well as Cody,
Jakobie and their families who have
transitioned over from the Nursery.
Farewell and best of luck on your
ongoing learning journey to Jed, and
farewell to Ryan, Alyssa, Ryder, Violet,
Finn and Jaydah who are all turning 5
soon and moving on to school.
Big congratulations to ….
Kayla, Joseph and Austin on the arrival of
Toby
&
Jenna, Tim and Jed on the arrival of Zoe

Friday 14th April – centres closed
Monday 17th April – centres closed

ANZAC
Tuesday 25th April – centres closed
All Portobelo centres are closed on public holidays

Toilet time?
We have had many families ask us about
how/when
to
approach
toileting.
Portobelo has a hand-out created by
the team, which is good to read before
having a chat about how to best support
your child to toilet successfully in an early
childhood setting.
Please ask if you
would like a copy, and then chat with us
at least two weeks before considering
sending your child in pull-ups (our step
before knickers/undies). This allows us
time to discuss and plan as a team how
best to support your child to make
toileting as successful as possible.

Reducing paper - We have just made the change to emailing invoices out to
all families. This is yet another way we are working to adopt more
sustainable practices where we can. If you do not receive yours, please first
check your spam/junkmail (especially if you have an xtra, gmail or hotmail
account). If it’s not there, please check with Jo S that we have your correct
email address. Our invoices come out fortnightly, so please email Jo M at
Head Office if you have any queries: portobeloaccounts@xtra.co.nz, or call
her on (03) 3439952 between 9.30am and 2.30pm.

Ū ki te ako, tū tangata ai āpōpō
Excel in teaching so our learners will excel in the future

Nursery team – Jo S, Stacey, Michelle, Nikki, Martine, Sharon, Kerry, and Rebecca.
Preschool Team – Jo S, Jo H, Leslie, Rebecca, Rachel, Scott and Erica.

A NOTE FROM DR SANDY, PORTOBELO’S PROFESSIONAL LEADER…
Welcome to February! Summer has finally arrived, just when those of us lucky
enough to have had a break have gone back to work and older children are back
at school... Starting school has been in the news lately, with the Education
Amendment Act a step closer to becoming law. Among other things, this Act
means schools can choose to start children in groups at the start of each term,
rather than when they turn 5.
I was recently approached by The Press for comment on this issue, and I was glad
to provide my thoughts. This is because most of the conversation I hear about
this issue centres on how much more convenient this will be for schools from an administrative point of
view. I have to ask – what about the children? Looking internationally, New Zealand already has one of the
youngest starting ages for formal education in the world. Yet research shows us that at the age of 11, there
is no difference in reading achievement between children who started formal instruction at 5 and those who
were 7, so there is simply no long-term advantage to an earlier start to a child’s formal academic learning.
Rather, as Fiona Miller (Occupational Therapist) reminded us at our Professional Learning evening, young
children need to develop the strong bodies and minds that set them up for formal learning, and this requires
a multitude of whole-body sensory experiences every day. How can we provide this? Through rich play
experiences that are meaningful to the child in that moment. When children are given time, space and
engaging environments to play in with their peers, they naturally learn and grow the skills that will see them
succeed in their later academic learning. Without enough of these experiences, children may become the
ones in the primary classroom who get frustrated and cry more easily (as they haven’t learned to manage
their emotions), who have difficulty paying attention and concentrating, who don’t know what to do when
they have a problem (because an adult has managed their problems for them in the past), who are clumsy
and have trouble holding their writing tools, who are too scared to try in case they don’t succeed (because
they haven’t experienced risk-taking and facing the world again after failure) and who haven’t been able to
work out the give-and-take of building and rebuilding relationships with others. These are skills that develop
naturally in a play-based curriculum, and are the reason the Portobelo teaching and learning statement
prioritises ‘discovery learning based on fun, playful, creative and challenging experiences m allowing risktaking and provoking a sense of wonder and awe’.
We also know the importance of a smooth transition for the child between their early childhood setting and
school. To help bridge the gap, our older Preschool children have special times where the programme is
devoted to activities designed to help support their move to formal education. If your child is approaching
school age, and you are interested in knowing more about their programme in our Preschools, or what you
can do to help them make a successful move to school, please talk to your Centre or Team Leader.

TEACHERS’ PROFESSIONAL LEARNING . . .
The start of the year means the start of our series of workshops for teachers’ ongoing professional
learning. We will be starting with a revisit of Occupational Therapist Fiona Miller’s workshop about
children’s sensory processing and how this impacts on their learning. Other topics on the Portobelo
‘Professional Learning’ agenda for 2017 include an ‘inspiration’ session to support our continued
commitment to teaching and learning about kaitiakitanga and sustainability; working on presenting
our centre environments so that they reflect a home away from home in Aotearoa New Zealand,
and working on building relationships with our community outside centre walls. This is all just
another way we ensure we keep teaching and learning fresh, up-to-date, and effective for our
children and families.

Note from the Directors
Exciting News from the Preschool
Jo H has joined our team as Team Leader. We have waited to get the right person
for this position, and are so happy to say we have definitely achieved this! Please
take time to have a chat with her, and read her 'blurb' on our
website www.bestpreschools.co.nz, or see the notices posted at the preschool.
Welcome Jo H!
Jo is obviously a great name, and popular at Portobelo, with Jo S as our Centre
Leader, and our Finance Manager at Head Office also called Jo :)
Exciting Changes to the Nursery Building
Our nursery building, at Otaki Street, is having a change-around in its layout. This will
make it easier for the teachers, and better for the children.
We have had lots of really useful input from the team [who have great insights as
the actual users of the building, with the children], have been planning this a while and we have started alterations on Tuesday 21st February 2017.
In brief, the store rooms and adjoining area will be amalgamated into a toddler
sleep room, their current sleep room will change into a cafe, the current cafe will
change into a bathroom, the current bathroom with change into an infant sleep
room, and their current sleep room will turn into an office/non contact room for the
teachers.
The advantages of this will be underfloor heating for the sleepers, also easier
checking while they are asleep. The new bathroom will be more accessible to
children, and encourage toileting independence. The teachers will have everything
closer to hand, and be able to supervise more easily.
We don’t plan on any major disruption to our routines while this occurs, as we are
staging it to be as easy and stress-free as possible, and we will be open as usual
throughout the process. The builders will be quiet or absent over sleep times if
possible, and they will not be working in any room at the same time that children
are there – we will block off an area/ room at a time and contain the work to that
area.
We have a Health and Safety plan in place, the Ministry of Education are aware,
and it will be over before we know it! Or at least in a few
weeks or so...
If you have any questions about this, please talk to
Michelle, as she is our liaison person, and will be posting
daily updates and taking photos!
Kia pai tō rā
Lyn and Ian

How to contact us at
Portobelo Kaiapoi
Cell phones
We have cell phones for both our Nursery and Preschool families to contact us on. You can
use these numbers to text through messages, child absences etc, and the team may use it
to text you from time to time with non-urgent messages specific to your child eg how they
are settling, more nappies needed, or reminders of events such as dress-up days, parent
evenings etc.
The numbers to use are

Nursery 0273439943

Preschool 0275422272

We treat text messages as non-urgent, so it wouldn’t be unusual for us not to acknowledge
your text or respond to it for a few hours.

As the cell phones may not always be with someone, the centre
landlines are still the quickest and most reliable way to contact us
Landline phones
Our numbers are:

Nursery 3279113

Preschool 3279114

If you are not able to get through on the Preschool line, please ring the Nursery. It is much
more difficult for the preschool team to answer the phone at certain times of the day and
we are always happy to pass messages onto the other team for families 

Email

for both centres is: kaiapoiportobelo@xtra.co.nz

Booking Changes
Please speak to or ring Jo S (Centre Leader) on the Nursery phone 3279113

Account queries
For any account queries please call or email our Finance Manager Jo Mangin at
our head office in Avonhead, ph3439952 (9.30-2.30 everyday) or email her at
portobeloaccounts@xtra.co.nz

Closing the centre in an emergency

Outside of centre opening hours. for up to date information about possible closures (eg
earthquakes, large aftershocks, extreme weather) please check our Facebook page Portobelo Preschools and Nurseries - and look for the notices specific to your own
child’s centre. We do try to update messages on our centre answerphones, but we find
that Facebook allows us to pass on messages and information to everyone much more
quickly and effectively. Our centre mobile phones are not taken home at night so are not a
reliable way to seek information out of hours.

